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PROFESSOR SHEN

It was with a great joy that I learned about the plans of editing
and publishing a book on Professor Shen and his achievements on the
area of vocal arts. This will be a wonderful way of commemorating his
work and life, and through this book, his profound and thorough
knowledge will remain living and reach new people interested in this
beautiful art. T had the occasion of getting to know Professor Shen in
Helsinki, 1984, during my first singing competition organised by the
Finnish Cultural Foundation. He then came to Finland with several of
his pupils, three of them to-be finalists and even competition winners,
as it turned out later on! They came “out of the blue”, from faraway
China, to participate, and among all the young European and Ameri-
can candidates they all made a great, positive impression.

My first impression of Professor Shen, who was later to become
a great and honoured friend of mine, was that of a fatherly figure,
helping and supporting his students not only in the art of singing, but
also in a totally new environment, in a foreign city far away from
home, amidst all the stress a competition can cause. His personality
was radiant, extremely polite and friendly, and his knowledge of Eu-
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ropean languages and its way of life was astonishing. During the few
weeks of the competition we could follow his work we were all a-
mazed, time after time, at his devotion to the western classical music
in general and especially, at the vocal art. The interpretations of his
students were deeply grounded and in a total accordance with the Eu-
ropean tradition, but you could also see and feel that their teacher had
transmitted to them all of his warmhearted and refined spirit and his
sensitivity towards the scale of human emotions,

This first impression was only to deepen during the years we had
the occasion to meet, discuss and listen to the music together. 1 am
very grateful for his friendship and hope that this collection of his
teaching will not only transmit his knowledge of the human voice and
singing to a wider audience, but also enrich the reader with the unfor-
gettable characteristics of his personality: commitment to the work,

refinement, modesty and warmth towards all the humanity.

Mirjam Helin
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Professori Shen

Tapasin prof. Shenin ensimmadisen kerran v. 1984 kansain-
vili-sissa Mirjam Helin-laulukipailuissa, Helsingissi. Toimin
tuolloin kyseisen kilpailun toimikunnan jasenena.

Oli sensaatio, ettd voittajista perati kaksi parasta oli prof.
shenin oppilaita. Kilpailut kiytiin Sibelius-Akatemian juhlasalis-
sa ja Finlandia-talossa ja prof. Shen oli ldsna kilpailupaikalla il-
oisena ja hyvantuulisena. Han heritti yleista mielenkiintoa lihes
yhtipaljon, kuin kilpailun voittajat. Hammaisteltiin, kuinka on
mahdollista, etta kaukaisesta, toisenlaisesta kulttuurista tulevat
laulajat hallitsevat niin taydellisesti lansimaisen laulutekniikan ja
tulkinnan, Onko kyse vain taitavasti opitusta jiljittelysta?

Pian kuitenkin kavi ilmi, ettd nimi merkittavit saavutukset
johtuivat seka prof. Shenin hammaistyttavasta klassisen lauluja
oopperamusiikin tuntemisesta, ettd myos hanen lampimén ja vi-
isaan persoonallisuutensa vaikutuksesta. Hianen oppilaansa eivat
olleet ainoastaan teknisesti taitavia laulajia, vaan heididn
esityksensi hehkuivat my6s tekstin ja musiikin vaatimaa emotion-
aalista voimaa.
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Kun hianen oppilaansa Dilber esiintyi ensimmadisen kerran
elamissaan oopperanayttamélla ja teki ndin sensaatiomaisen de-
byytin “ Gildana” Suomen Kansallisoopperassa syksylla 1984,
alkoivat nuoret suomalaiset laulajat kyselli, voisivatko myos he
opiskella prof. Shenin johdolla. Shen kutsuttiin opettamaan
Suomen Kansallisoopperaan ja myéhemmin myds Savonlinnan
Oopperajuhlien kesakursseiille, jossa hin ja hanen vaimonsa Li
Jinwei toimivat opettajina joka kesi v. 1987 (?) ldhtien. Kun
prof. shen alkoi vierailla Suomessa sdannéllisesti myds talvisin,
viisaasta kiinalaisesta professorista tuli pian erds kaikkien aikojen
suosituimmista pedagogeista tiassia pohjoisessalaulajien maassa.

Minulla itsellani oli myés ilo ja kunnia lukuisia kertoja seura-
ta prof. Shenin opetusta ja keskustella hinen kanssaan. Ihailin
hinen perusteellista laulutekniikan tuntemistaan ja hinen
kykyaan selittda oppilaille ymmaérrettavasti laulutekniikan sal-
aisuuksia, Tietoahan maailmassa on paljon, mutta on vihin
niita, jotka kykenevit sita sisdistyneesti valittaimaan.

Prof. Shen puhui englantia erinomaisesti ja hin hallifsi kaik—
kien tarvittavien laulukielten fonetiikan tiydellisesti.

Syvan vaikutuksen minuun teki my6s prof. Shenin
henkilokohtainen sisiinen voima, joka siteili ulos omaa persoon-
aa korostamattoman vaatimattomuuden, rauhallisuuden ja huu-
morin kautta, Hén kuunteli keskustelukumppaniaan lampimasti
ja intensiivisesti. Jdi vaikutelma suuresta ihmisesta ja opettajas-

ta, joka on kokenut elamissdin paljon vaikeita asioita, mutta



kuitenkin  voittopuolisesti  kauneutta, jonka kokemisen
valittamistd han naytti pitavin tirkeimpini eliméntehtavanaan.
Uskon, ettd monet prof. Shenin tunteneet henkilét jdivat pohti-
maan mielessaan: Oli suuri elamys kuulla hinta, oppia hénelti ja
keskustella hinen kanssaan, mutta timi, ihminen tietad jotakin
vielakin enemman---

Jorma Hynninen

Oopperalaulaja

Professori

Savonlinnan Qopperajuhlien taiteellinen joiltaja
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Professori Shen Xiang-laulun lahettilas

Kiayn harvoin pyytamaissa taiteilijoiden nimikirjoituksia.
Kuitenkin ensimmaiisten kansainvalisten Mirjam Helin-laulukil-
pailujen viimeisen vilieran tauolla menin Liang Ningin luokse ja
pyysin hinen nimeaan ohjelmavihkooni.

Ennen laulukilpailuja olin kiinnittdnyt erityistd huomiota
kahteen kiinalaiseen taiteilijaan Liang Ningiin ja Dibériin. Heiddn
lavaesiintymisensi, tulkintagsa, lavatekniikkansa ja jopa ruot-
sinkielen dantamisensa olivat tehneet minuun voimakkaan vaiku-
tuksen.

My6hemmin sain tuttavaltani kuulla, ettd molempien laula-
jien opettaja, professori Shen Qli istunut Sibelius-Akatemian
konserttisalissa eturivissi. Hinen kuvauksensa perusteella py-
styin hahmottamaan, kuka timi huippuopettaja oli.

Vuodesta 1986 lihtien sain joka kesa tydskennella professori
Shenin kanssa hanen kuolemaansa asti, Kehia meni umpeen: sain
tiedon kotiin professori Shenin kuolemasta Ning Liangilta.

Professori Shen tyodskenteli Savonlinnassa Oopperajuhlien
koulutussaation yllapitaiman instituutin laulun mestariluokan ope-
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ttajana yhdessa vaimonsa, professori Li Jinwein kanssa.

Mieleen on jaanyt kuva heiddn intensiivisesta yhteistyosta.
Kun toinen professoreista opetti, niin toinen toimi kirjurina kir-
jaten tunnin kulkua ylés. Professori Shenin ohjaus oli vihéeleisa
ja ystavallista, mutta maaratietoista.

Mestariluokan osanottajat pitivat professori Shenistd opetta-
jana ja ihmiseni. pakottaminen ei kuulunut professorin
tyStapaan. Témia ilmeni mm. siind, ettd mestariluokan
paatoskonserttiin hin ei koskaan velvoittanut ketain. Sen sijaan
hian antoi kaikille osanottajille mahdollisuuden laulaa konseratis-
sa.

Minulla oli ilo keskustella professori Shenin kanssa myos
tyon ulkopuolella, ei ainoastaan Savonlinnassa, vaan kdvin hanen
luonaan myos Helsingissa. Yhteisena kieleni meilld oli englanti.
Hanhian puhui erinomaista englantia. Keskustelussa sain hédnesta
kuvan humaanina ja avarakatseisena ihmisenia. Hian oli aina
hyvalla tuulella.

Tapaamisissa tulin vakuuttuneeksi hdnen &irimmiisen tar-
kasta korvastaan. Kun sanoin hinelle sanan suomeksi, hén toisti
sen tiysin autenttisesti, aivan kuin syntyperaisen suomalaisen sa-
nomana. QOivalsin, miksi Ning Liang ja Dilbér aansivat vieraita
kielid niin kauniisti.

Savonlinnassa professori Shen kavi mielellddn oopperae-
sityksissi Olavinlinnassa. Samoin hin kuunteli aktiivisesti Timo
Mustakalliolaulukilpailujen konsertteja. Mielellani haastattelin
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professoria naiden esitysten jalkeen ja sain kuulla hinen tuoreen
arviointinsa esityksisti. Ilmeisesti hinen hienoon luonteeseensa
kuului se, etta hin arvioi esityksid aina hyvin korrektisti, raken-
tavasti, Tosin han saattoi kylld ottaa kantaa nuoren taiteilijan
epihienoon kayttaytymiseen esitysten ulkopuolella.

Kiinalaiseen kulttuuriin, erityisesti ruokakulttuuriin, sain
tutustua joka kesi, kun professori Shen kutsui luoksensa vierai-
lulle. Shenin pariskunnan ruokapdytd oli aina monipuolinen, ja
ruoka oli maukasta. Joskus olin mukana yhdessd ostamassa
heidan kanssaan kaupasta ruokatarpeita ja panin merkille, miten
huolella professorit ruuan valmistukseen tarvittavat ainekset osti-
vat. Juttelin jilkeenpain erdan kauppiaan kanssa, jonka luona
Shenit asioivat, ja kuulin, miten miellyttivia ja luontevia asiak-
kaita he olivat olleet. Kauppias pystyi muodostamaan
kasityksensi Sheneista, vaikka heilla ei ollut kuin elekieli
kaytettavissddn.

Tyodhuoneeni seinalld Savonlinnassa oli taulu, jonka alareu-
nassa luki musiikin jalostava voima. Henkilékohtaisesti vierastan
ihmisistd puhuttaessa kasitysti, ettd, jokin asia voi vaikuttaa ih-
miseen niin voimakkaasti, ettd se “jalostaisi” ihmisia. “Jalosta-
misella”ymmarrin tdssd yhteydessi pitkiaikaista prosessia, joka
lahinna liittyy ihmisten hankittujen luonteenpiirteiden, Hyveiden
kehittdmiseen. Professori Shenilli, niin rohkenen sanoa, oli
naita hyveita. hinella oli viisautta, rohkeutta, oikeamielisyytta,
kohtuullisuutta ja hyviantahtoisuutta.
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Olen kiitollinen, etté sain tyéskennelld professori Shen xian-
gin kanssa lihes kymmenen vuoden aikana. Han oli itseddn
korostamaton inminen ja meni vuosia, ennenkuin sain tietai suo-
malaisviranomaiselta, ettd hian matkustaa diplomaatin statuksel-
la,

Opettajana ja inmisend professori Shen edusti minulle hyvén
ihmisen mittapuuta. Sain professorin kuoleman jialkeen hinen
vaimoltaan kehystetyn valokuvan professori Shenista. Valokuva
ilmentda professoria juuri sellaisena kuin olin oppinut hianet
tuntemaan viisaana ja hyvintahtoisena oman sanomansa, laulutai-
teen, valittajana. Tatd sanomaa hin kavi vuosittain valittamassa
Suomessa, Savonlinnassa ja muuallakin Euroopassa. Professori

Shen oli todella laulutaiteen suurlihettilas

Kimmo Harra
kirjoittaja tyoskenteli Savonlinnan Oopperajuhlien

koulutussiation johtajana vuoteen 1997,
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A Real Educator

If we put people along a spectrum denoting the range of ex-
pression of their feelings, and have the easily excitable ones at
one end, my friend Kimmo Harra would be found close to the
other end. Imagine, then, my surprise when he told me of what
for him was an incredible experience. All, of the way from Chi-
na, a hitherto unknown Professor of Western Classical singing (1)
had come with four of his pupils to Finland, and they had swept
away the top prizes in an international competition. The perfo-
mances were additionally remarkable on two counts. When the
singers sang in Finnish and Swedish, their pronunciations were
impeccable - something that many a Western singer could not
boast of. And they sang with an easy grace, without making gri-
maces that mar the performances even of some well established
singers.

Kimmo is the founder - and was until recently rector - of the
Music Institute of Savonlinna situated in the heart of the idyllic
Finnish Lakeland, and venue of the world famous opera festival.
He lost no time in engaging Professor Shen Xiang for the
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Institute’s master classes. Kimmo was not alone in recognizing
the genius of Prof. Shen, whose appearance on the European ho-
rizon was like that of a dazzling comet, and he was inundated
with requests for holding master classes and to sit on jury panels
of international competitions, including the world’s most presti-
gious event - Cardiff Singer of the World - to judge which he re-
turned again and again.

For years, until his death, Prof. Shen was a regular star at-
traction at Savonlinna and his courses were always oversub-
scribed. T was fortunate to learn to know him from exceptionally
close proximity. He used to stay at the house where my family
lives. In addition, I gave a helping h_and at the reception service
of the Institute.

Now and then I would go and sit at the back of Prof. Shen’s
class and watch the proceedings with utter fascination. A pupil
would be called forward, greeted warmly and, in kindly tones,
asked to sing something he/she liked. After the initial attempt,
Prof. Shen might ask the person to sit down, gently massage
her/his shoulders, talking soothingly, telling him/her to relax
and breathe deeply in and out, and, sing again, taking the voice
deeper down. The person could be seen rapidly losing inhibitions
and, helped onwards by Prof. Shen’s gentle remarks and guid-
ance, then, beauty of the voice and the singing technique would
blossom forth. The high point would be reached with the pupil
usually looking surprised at the result achieved, while the teacher
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smiled with satisfaction, but always self-effacingly, as if saying,
See, “what YOU can do! No need to thank me for it. ”

I once remarked to a friend that education was very different
from training. He was silent for a moment, then yes, it is houses
and dogs that are trained, although there are a lot of unfortunate
human beings around who have been - and still are - subjected to
it. Prof. Shen was an educator in the real sense of the word; he
helped bring out and develop, refine and polish, the latent poten-
tial of his pupils, not impose upon them. His gentle manners
camouflaged the hard work involved. At least in Savonlinna, he
was never known to have lost his temper, unlike some of his co-
lleagues who could rage at their pupils and reduce them to tears.

Prof. Shen was a perfectionist with an encyclopedic mind.
His stature as an acclaimed master in his field was an astounding
achievement. He had acquired his learning before 1949 and had
reached the pinnacle of his profession before setting his foot in
Europe. Think of the unfathomable cultural differences between
China and the West, think of the meagre resources for studying
Western classical music - not to speak of mastering it - in China
before the Second World War. “ 1 had to strive maybe three times
as hard as my western contemporaries. “he once told me.

The great teacher was perhaps an even greater human being
and put the person facing him at ease. We did not have to make
feel awe-stricken in his presence. He would bow down to our lev-

el and make us feel at home with him. That is real greatness.



The story of my own contact with Prof. Shen has a harrow-
ing end. In 1992, I had had the pleasure of being received at his
residence. Three years later, I was again in Beijing, arriving in
the evening. When I turned up the next morning at the Central
Conservatory of Music, I was thunder - stricken to learn that
Prof. Shen had breathed his last the same night. I held Madam
Li jinwei for a long moment in silent embrace. On the day the fu-
neral was to take place, I somehow squeezed myself into a jam-
packed underground train and showed to a fellow passenger the
note with the name of the station (in Chinese characters) where 1
had to get off. In halting English she asked me if I was going for
Prof. Shen’s funeral. “Please come with me” she said, She was
one of his pupils. We joined a huge crowd and paid our last re-
spects to the master. He created a resonance that will always re-
main alive within me.

My homage to Prof Shen would be incomplete if I did not
mention Madam Li Jinwei. They worked as equal partners in a
team, complementing each other. On top of it, she carried out
her household duties, in Beijing and abroad. Without belittling
him in the least, it can be said that Prof. Shen might not have
managed on his grueling, long sojourns in Europe if Madam Li
had not been there constantly to look after him and take care of
his personal needs. It would be totally wrong to think of her as a
less worthy figure in the shadow of her husband. She is a bri-
lliant teacher in her own right and has given amply proof of her
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abilities by continuing to teach after his demise, As we remember
Prof. Shen Xiang, let us not forget to pay tribute, and wish
along healthy and happy life, to Prof. Li Jinwei, the great

«

woman, not behind but beside the great man.

Karl Vikki Kosmo
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PERFORMANCE OF SHEN XIANG
AT LYCEUM LAUDED

The sympathetic lyrical tenor,Shen xiang,who was presented at
the Lyceum Theatre Friday afternoon,is very young and when he
mounted the platform,apparently for the first time,he seemed to
be suffering from stage fright. Attimes, nasal sounds disturbed
his otherwise clear voice. This however, did not distract from a
ready splendid performance with much promise for the future ca-
reer of Shen xiang.

When he sang a Ballata from Verdi's opera Rigoletto,and an
aria from Puccini's opera Tosca, he was more in his element than
when interpreting lyrical songs by the German composer Richard
Strauss,and he succeeded all the more when interpreting lyricasl
songs by the German composer Richard Strauss,and he succeeded
all the more when interpreting the Elegie by Jules Massenet. In
this chivalrous song he could reveal all the tenderness, sofness
and flexibility of his voice,which is supported by a most tasteful
rendition, His pianissimo is really fragrant, his dolce is pleasant,
and so is his falsetto. How ever, he exaggerates at times when,
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too violently, producing the tones of the high register. There are,
of course,a lot of technical problems the young singer has yet to
solve,avove all he is not experienced enough in mastering diffi-
cult lyrical songs spiritually.

With much love,and devotion to his compatriot, he interpre-
ted the song”Three Wishes of the Rose”by the highly gifted late
composer Huang Tze. This song is also composed with the ac-
companiment not only of the piano but also of the ‘cello just as
the Elegie by Massenet. In both songs our wellknown celloist
Walter Joachim perfectly mastered the cello voice. Besides this he
played together with Gregor Singer, an excellent pianist and ac-
companist who keeps too modestly in the background,a work for
cello and piano by the Hungarian composer D. Dohnany. The two
first rate virtuosos,highly succeeded in the splendid performance
and were violently applauded.

The young singer was of course overwhelmed by the violent
applause which reached its culmination after the performance of
songs by de Falla and Leoncavallo. We must say that Shen
Hsiang definitively stands at the docr-step of his artistic career.
His performance was a hope, a promise, rather than a realiza-
tion, -E. F.

Concert Review

Vocal Recital Of Shen xiang

In a vocal recital Dedicated to the works of composers of the
Romantic School, Mr. Shen xiang, tenor, was loudly thanked by
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the audience at the Lyceum Theater yesterday afternoon, when he
sang a number of songs by Richard Strauss, Verdi, puccini,
Massenet,de Falla, Leoncavallo and the Chinese composer Huang
Tze.

Mr. Shen's voice revealed to its iullest advantage his natural-
tenor. Three liedes by Richard Strauss were sung by Mr. Shen
calmly, but with full emotion. He seems to have caught the exact
mood of the composer and interpreted his songs accordingly.

Dramatic Ability

In the aria“Questa O Quella”by Verdi, Mr. Shen exploited to

the full his ability to dramatize his voice.
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