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¢ Chapter 1
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I never liked long walks, especially in winter. I used to hate coming
home when it was almost dark, with ice cold fingers and toes, feeling
miserable because Bessie, the nursemaid, was always scolding me. All the
time | knew | was different from my cousins, Eliza, John and Georgiana. They
were taller and stronger than me, and they were loved. These three usually
spent their time crying and quarrelling, but today they were sitting quietly
around their mother in the sitting-room. I wanted to join the family circle, but

Mrs. Reed, my aunt, refused.
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I crept out of the sitting-room and into the small room next door, where |
chose a book full of pictures from the bookcase. I climbed on to the
window-seat and drew the curtains, so that I was completely hidden. I sat
there for a while. Sometimes I looked out of the window at the grey
November afternoon, and saw the rain pouring down on the leafless garden.

But most of the time I studied the book and stared, fascinated, at the pictures.



Lost in the world of imagination, I forgot my sad, lonely existence for a while,

and was happy. I was only afraid that my secret hiding-place might be
discovered.

‘You have no right to take our books’ John continued. ‘You have no
money and your father left you none. You ought to beg in the streets, not live
here in comfort with a gentleman’s family. Anyway, all these books are mine,
and so is the whole house, or will be in a few years’ time. I’ll teach you not to
borrow my books again.” He lifted the heavy book and threw it hard at me. It
hit me and I fell, cutting my head on the door. I was in great pain, and
suddenly for the first time in my life, I forgot my fear of John Reed. He
rushed to attack me, but now he was fighting with a desperate girl. I really
saw him as a wicked murderer. I felt the blood running down my face, and the
pain gave me strength. I fought back as hard as I could. My resistance
surprised him, and he shouted for help. His sisters ran for Mrs. Reed, who
called her maid, Miss. Bessie. They pulled us apart and I heard them say,
‘What a wicked girl! She attacked Master John!’
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Now that I was alone I thought bitterly of the people I lived with. John
Reed, his sisters, his mother, the servants, they all accused me, scolded me,
hated me. Why could I never pierce them? Eliza was selfish, but was
respected. Georgiana had a bad temper, but she was popular with everybody
because she was beautiful. John was rude, cruel and violent, but nobody
punished him. I tried to make no mistakes, but they called me naughty every
moment of the day. Now that I had turned against John to protect myself,
everybody blamed me. And so I spent that whole long afternoon in the red
room asking myself why I had to suffer and why life was so unfair. Perhaps |
would run away, or starve myself to death.

Christmas passed by, with no presents or new clothes for me. Every
evening I watched Eliza and Georgiana putting on their new dresses and going
out to parties. Sometimes Bessie would come up to me in my lonely bedroom,
bringing a piece of cake, sometimes she would tell me a story, and sometimes
she would kiss me goodnight. When she was kind to me I thought she was the

best person in the world, but she did not always have time for me.
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Tired and confused after the journey, I followed the servant into a large
building, where she left me in a sitting-room. In came a tall lady, with dark
hair and eyes, and a large, pale forehead. I discovered that she was Miss.
Temple, the headmistress of Lowood school. She looked at me carefully. I was
taken by a teacher, Miss Miller, through the silent corridors of the large
school, to the long, wide schoolroom. Miss Temple is full of goodness. She
gently tells me of my mistakes, and praises me if I do well. But even with her
help I don’t concentrate properly in class, | just dream away the time, and

then I can’t answer the teacher’s questions.
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¢ Chapter 2
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There about eighty girls, aged from nine to twenty, sat doing their
homework. I sat on a bench near the door, with my slate.Life at Lowood no
longer seemed so hard, as spring approached. We enjoyed walking and
playing in the surrounding countryside. But, with fog lying constantly in the

valley, it was not a healthy place for a school, and by May more than half the
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girls seriously ill with typhus fever. As a result of poor food and bad living

conditions, many girls died.
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In the morning the ringing of a bell woke me, although it was still dark. I
got dressed quickly in the bitter cold of the room, and washed when I could.
There was only one basin for six girls. When the bell rang again, we all went
downstairs, two by two, and silently entered the cold, badly lit schoolroom
for prayers. As the bell rang a third time to indicate the beginning of lessons,
the girls moved into four groups around four tables, and the teachers came
into the room to start the Bible class. After lessons we had a small cup of
coffee and half a piece of brown bread, then half an hour’s play, then
homework. Finally, after the evening biscuit and drink of water, we said

prayers and went to bed. That was my first day at Lowood.
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While there was fear and inside the school, the sun shone on the flowers



outside. And the flowing streams in the valleys. So I and the few who had
escaped illness enjoyed the beautiful summer weather, with no lessons or
discipline at all. Helen could not come walking with me, because she was ill,
not with typhus but with tuberculosis. At first I had thought she would
recover, but when I learned her illness was serious, I decided to visit her at
night, for what might be the last time. I found her lying in bed, looking pale

and weak.
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¢ Chapter 3
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It’s true she has been unkind to you, because she dislikes your faults.
But life is too short to continue hating anyone for a long time. We all have
faults, but the time will come soon when we die, when our wickedness will
pass away with our bodies, leaving only the pure flame of the spirit. That’s
why I never think of revenge, I never consider life unfair. I live in calm,
looking forward to the end. From that moment, I felt I was accepted, and set

to work to learn as I could, and make as many friends as possible.
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Gradually the typhus fever left Lowood, but the number of deaths made
the public aware of the poor conditions in which the pupils lived. Money was
raised to build a new school in a better position, many improvements were
made, and Mr. Brocklehurst lost his position as manager. So it became a
really useful place of education. I stayed for eight years, for the last two as a
teacher. I was busy and happy all that time, relying greatly on the help and
encouragement of my dear friend Miss Temple. But when she married and
moved to a distant part of the country, I decided it was the moment for me to
change my life too. I realized I had never known any other world apart from
Lowood or Gateshead. Suddenly I wanted freedom or at least a new master to

serve. So I advertised in a newspaper for a job as a governess.
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Thornfield Hall was a large gentleman’s house in the country, near a
town called Millcote. There, after my sixteen-hour journey, I was welcomed
by Mrs. Fairfax. She was a little old lady, dressed in black, who seemed glad
to have someone else to talk to, apart from the servants. Although the house
was dark and frightening, with its big rooms full of heavy furniture, I was
excited at being in a new place, and looked forward to my new life there,

working for kind Mrs. Fairfax.
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My pupil was a girl called Adele, seven or eight years old. She was born
in French and could hardly speak English. Luckily I had learnt French very
well at Lowood, and had no difficulty in communicating with young Adele, a

pretty, cheerful child.
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I could get no further information from Mrs. Fairfax about Mr. Rochester,
but instead she offered to show me round the whole house. We went through
many large, impressive rooms, finally reaching the top floor, where there was
a narrow corridor with several small black doors, all shut, I stopped to look at
them, and thought for a moment they looked like prison doors, hiding evil
secrets. No sooner had I turned away to go downstairs than I heard a strange,
ghostly laugh.

Several times in the next few months I went up to the top floor again,
where I could look out of the high windows in the roof to see the surrounding
countryside and be alone with my thoughts. I was very happy teaching pretty
little Adele in the daytime, and talking to kind old Mrs. Fairfax in the evening,
but I felt that something was missing from my life. I had dreams of a greater

and better life, and above all, I wanted to do more, People are not always
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satisfied with a quiet life, and women as well as men need action. While on
the top floor I often heard Grace Poole’s strange laugh, and sometimes [ saw
her too. She used to go silently in and out of the room with a plate of food or

a glass of beer.
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It was a bright, frosty day, and I was enjoying the fresh air and the
exercise. Stopping on the lonely road, I watched the sun go down in the trees
behind Thornfield, and then in the silence I heard a horse approaching.
Suddenly there was a crash as the horse slipped and fell on the ice, bringing
down its rider. I ran to see if I could help the traveler, who was swearing

furiously as he pulled himself free of his horse.
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One evening, a few days later, I was invited to talk to Mr. Rochester
after dinner. He called me closer to the fire. Tonight he did not look so stern,
and there was softness in his fine, dark eyes. As I was looking at him, he
suddenly turned and caught my look. ‘Do you think I’m handsome?’ he asked.
Normally I would have taken time to think, and said something polite, but
somehow I answered at once, ‘No, sir,” He seemed to read my mind, and said
quickly, ‘Yes, you’re right. I have plenty of faults. I went the wrong way
when | was twenty-one, and have never found right path again. I might have
been very different. I might have been as good as you, and perhaps wiser. |
am not a bad man, take my word for it, but I have done wrong. It wasn’t my
character, but circumstances which were to blame. Why do I tell you all this?
Because you’re the sort of person people tell their problems and secrets to,

because you’re sympathetic and give them hope.’
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Soon I discovered what Mr. Rochester meant when he said he had done
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wrong. One afternoon, while walking in the gardens of Thornfield, he told me
the story of his love-affair in Paris with a French dancer, Celine.

Yes, I was young and foolish then. I was so in love with her that I rented
a house and hired servants for her. | gave her a carriage and jeweled, in fact |
threw away a fortune on her, just like any fool in love. One evening I visited
her but found she was out, so I waited on her balcony, smoking a cigar. |
heard her carriage arriving. Imagine my horror at seeing her step out followed
by a man! You’re so young. You’ve never felt love or jealousy, Miss Eyre?
You are floating along a quiet river now, you don’t see the water boiling at
the foot of the great rocks, but one day you’ll come to a point in life’s stream
where the wild force of the waves may destroy you, where the noisy rushing
water may drown you! I am calm enough to like living here at Thornfield. I
like it because it’s old, and grey, and dark, and yet I hate’ He did not finish
what he was saying, staring angrily up at the windows on the top floor of his
house. It was a look of disgust, pain and shame. I could not understand what
he meant, and wanted to hear more about Celine, so I encouraged him to
finish the story.

So I walked into the room, told her our relationship was over, and
challenged her lover to fight me. Next day I shot him in the arm during our
fight, thought that was the end of the whole thing, and left France. But a few
months later, Celine had a baby girl, Adele, and she claimed that Adele was
my child. She may be, although I doubt it. So when, a few years later, Celine
abandoned Adele and ran away to Italy with a singer, I went to Paris and

brought Adele back to grow up in England.
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I felt proud that Mr. Rochester had trusted me with the story of his past

life. I thought a lot about his character, and although I was aware of his faults,

I also saw his goodness and kindness to me. From now on, my happiest

moments were spent with him. I could not have imagined a better companion.
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One night I was woken by a slight noise. I felt sure someone was outside
my bedroom door. My curiosity made me open the door, and I found the

corridor full of smoke. I saw it was coming from Mr. Rochester’s door, which
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was slightly open. I completely forgot my fears and rushed into his room. He
lay fast asleep, surrounded by flames and smoke. Even his sheets were on fire.
‘Why, you’ve saved my life. I hate being in debt to anyone, but with you it’s
different, Jane. I’m happy to owe you my life.” His voice was trembling as he
took both my hands in his.

I was amazed by his self-control, and could not understand why Mr.
Rochester had not asked the police to arrest her, or at least dismissed her
from his service. Why had he asked me to keep the attack a secret? Did she
know a terrible secret from his past, which she had threatened to tell? Could

he ever have been in love with her?
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Two disappointing weeks passed before we heard from Mr. Rochester
again. During this time [ tried hard to forget my feeling for him. I reminded
myself that he paid me to teach Adele, nothing more, and that no other
relationship could exist between us. When his letter finally came, Mrs.
Fairfax announced with great excitement that he was planning a house-party
at Thornfield. He was going to return in three days time, and had invited a
large number of ladies and gentlemen to stay for several days. We all worked
extremely hard in the next few days, cleaning all the rooms and preparing the

food.
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¢ Chapter 5
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She was eighteen then, a lovely girl, with beautiful skin, long curling
black hair, and fine black eyes which shone as brightly as her jewels. She
looked like a queen. All the gentlemen admired her, not only for her beauty
but also for her musical skills. When she and Mr. Rochester sang together, it

was a delight to hear.
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When I was a child at Gateshead, Bessie the nursemaid used to say that
to dream of children was a sure sign of trouble to come. For a whole week
now | had dreamed of a small child every night, and perhaps Bessie was right,
as a message came from Gateshead. It appeared that my cousin John Reed,
who had spent and wasted all his money and some of his mother’s, and been in
debt or in prison most of his life, had killed himself a week before.

And then Mrs. Reed, whose health had been badly affected by worrying
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about her son, had suddenly fallen ill when she heard of his death. Although
she could hardly speak, she had recently managed to express a wish to see me.
And so my cousins Eliza and Georgiana had sent their coachman, to bring me

back to Gateshead.
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Her illness got worse in the next few days. I spent sometime every day
looking after her, and the rest of the time with my cousins, listening to their
plans for the future. Eliza was planning to join a religious community after
her mother’s death, but Georgiana was hoping to stay in London with
relations, to see the new fashions and go to all the parties. It was quite clear
that they had no real feeling for their mother, and were almost looking
forward to her death.

One dark, stormy night I visited the dying women. She lay there asleep
in her room, neglected by her daughters and servants. As | looked out of the
window into the black emptiness, I wondered about the great mystery of death,
and thought of Helen, who was so sure her spirit would go to heaven. Would
my aunt’s spirit go there too?

‘Forget it all and kiss me now, aunt,” but it was too late for her to break
the habit of dislike, and she turned away from me. Poor woman! She died
soon afterwards, keeping her hatred of me alive in her heart, and no one at

Gateshead cried for her.
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¢ Chapter 6
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‘Then you are going to be married, sir?” ‘Exactly, Jane and as you have
pointed out, when I take the lovely Miss Ingram as my bride, you and Adele

must leave the house, so I’m looking for a new job for you.’
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‘I’m sorry to caused you trouble. I wish I’d never been born! I wish I’d
never come to Thornfield!” I cried. No longer able to control my feelings, I
poured out what was in my heart. ‘I can’t bear to leave! Because here I’ve
been treat kindly. And because I’ve met you, Mr. Rochester, and I can’t bear
never to see you again. Now | have to leave, I feel as if [’m dying!” ‘Why do

you have to leave?’ he asked innocently. ‘Because you’re marrying Miss
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Ingram, she’s your bride!’ I cried furiously. ‘Do you think I can watch another
woman become your bride? Do you think I’m a machine, without feelings? Do
you think, because I’m small and poor and plain, that I have no soul and no
heart? Well, you’re wrong! I have as much soul and heart as you. It is my

spirit that speaks to your spirit! We are equal in the sight of God!’
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‘Jane’ he said, ‘I ask you to be my wife. You are my equal, Jane. Will
you marry me? Don’t you believe me? I’ll convince you! Listen. I don’t love
Miss Ingram and she doesn’t love me. She only liked me for my wealth, and
when I, disguised as the gipsy woman, told her that I had only a little money,
she and her mother lost interest in me. You strange magical spirit, I love you!

Small and poor and plain, I ask you to marry me!’
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I was a little nervous before seeing Mr. Rochester next morning. Was |
ready going to marry him, or was it all a dream? But I soon felt calmer when

he came to meet me and kissed me.
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I would never have thought it! Mrs. Fairfax is repeating. ‘Mr. Rochester
is so proud and such a gentleman, to marry his governess!” She examined me
closely, as if discover the reason for this strange event, and shook her head,
still puzzled. ‘He’s twenty older than you! He could be your father!” ‘No
indeed, Mrs. Fairfax.’ I replied crossly. ‘He looks much younger than that!’

Although I was upset by the old lady’s words, I followed her advice, and
in the weeks before the wedding I went on teaching Adele as usual. Only in
the evenings did I spend sometime with Mr. Rochester, and I was careful not
to allow him to hold me in his arms or kiss me. Sometimes he angry with me
and called me a ‘hard little thing’ or ‘a cruel spirit,” but I preferred that to
being called ‘my darling.” I saw that Mrs. Fairfax approved of my correct
behavior, and I knew that he respected me for it. But it was not easy for me. |
would rather have shown him my love. My future husband was becoming my

whole world, and more than that, my hope of heaven.
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It looked like a tall woman, with long thick dark hair hanging down. She
took up the beautiful veil put it on her own head, and turned to admire herself
in the mirror. It was then that I saw her wild, inhuman face! She removed the

veil, tore it in two and threw it on the floor.
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One day I’ll explain to you why I keep her in my house. But tonight, go
and sleep in Adele’s room. You’ll be quite safe there. Just dream about our

future!
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‘This wedding cannot continue, because Mr. Rochester is already
married.” I felt as if I had been hit. Mr. Rochester’s whole face was like
colorless marble. Without speaking or smiling, he was holding me tightly

round the waist, as if he would never let go.
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I must reveal the truth, I suppose. There will be no wedding today. No
doubt God will punish me for this. What this I was tricked into marrying her
when [ was young, in the West Indies. Madness runs in her family, but they
didn’t tell me that. Now she’s more of an animal than a woman. I keep her
locked away, guarded by my old servant Grace Poole. I invite you all to come
to my house to see her, and to judge whether I had the right to ask innocent

young girl to marry me. Follow me!
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I was alone on the open moor, with no money or possessions. Lonely
white roads stretched across the great, wide moors as far as the hills. I was
glad to see there were no towns here, because I did not want people to
question me or pity me. So I walked across moor, until I found a dry place to
sleep, in the shelter of a small hill. Luckily it was a warm night, with no rain.
The next day was hot and sunny, but I needed food and water, so I could stay
on the moor.

Taking one of the white roads, I eventually found a small village. 1
needed all my courage to knock on some of the doors, asking if there was any
paid work I could do. None of the village people could help me, and I felt
weak and faint. At the baker’s I offered to exchange my leather gloves for a
small cake, but the baker’s wife looked at my dirty clothes and said, ‘I’'m
sorry, but how do I know you haven’t stolen them?’ All I ate that day was a
piece of bread, which I begged from a farmer eating his supper.

It was getting dark again, and I was alone on the moor. In the distance I
could see a faint light, and I decided to try to reach it. The wind and rain beat
down on me, and I fell down several times, but finally I arrived as a long, low
house, standing rather isolated in the middle of the moor. Hiding near the
door, I could just see into kitchen through a small un-curtained window.
There was an elderly woman, who might be the housekeeper, mending clothes,
and young ladies, who seemed to be learning a language with dictionaries. |
dropped on to the wet doorstep, worn out and hopeless, prepared to die. There
the young ladies’ brother found me, when he returned home a few minutes
later, and be insisted, much against the housekeeper’s wishes, on bringing me

into the house. They gave me bread and milk, and asked my name.
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For three days and nights I lay in bed, exhausted by my experiences, and
hardly conscious of my surroundings. As I was recovering, Hannah, the

housekeeper, came to sit with me, and told me all about the family.
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The girls, Diana and Mary Rivers, had to work as governesses, as their
father had lost a lot of money in business. St. John, their brother, was the
vicar in the nearest village, Morton. They only used this house, called Moor

House, in the holidays.
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When I fell strong enough to get dressed and go downstairs, Diana and
Mary looked after me very kindly, and made me feel welcome in their
pleasant home. Their brother, however, seemed stern and cold. He was
between twenty-eight and thirty, fair-haired and extremely handsome. Diana
and Mary were curious about my past, but sensitive enough to avoid asking
questions which would hurt me. St. John, on the other hand, made determined
efforts to discover who | was, but I, just as firmly, refused to explain more
than necessary. I told them only that, after attending Lowood school, I
became a governess in a wealthy family, where an unfortunate event, not in
any way my fault, caused me to run away.

I spent a month at Moor House, in an atmosphere of warm friendship. |
learned to love what Diana and marry loved the little old grey house, the wild
open moors around it, and the books lonely hills and valleys where we walked
for hours. I read the books they read, and we discussed them eagerly. Diana
started teaching me German, and I helped Mary to improve her drawing. We
three shared the same interests and opinions, and spent the days and evenings

very happily together.
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However, St. John hardly ever joined in our activities. He was often
away from me, visiting the poor and the sick in Morton. His strong sense of
duty made him insist on going, even if the weather was very bad. But despite
his hard work I thought he lacked true happiness and peace of mind. He often
stopped reading or writing to stare into the distance, dreaming perhaps of
some ambitious plan. Once I heard him speak at a church service in Morton,
and although he was an excellent speaker, there was a certain bitterness and
disappointment in his words. He was clearly not satisfied with his present

life.
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¢ Chapter 10
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It will only be a village school. The girls will be poor and uneducated.
You’ll be teaching reading, writing, counting, sewing, that’s all. There’ll be
no music or languages or painting. | had twenty village girls to teach, some of
them with such a strong country accent that I could hardly communicate with
them. Only three could read, and none could write, so at the end of my first
day I felt quite depressed at the thought of the hard work ahead of me. But |
reminded myself that I was fortunate to have any sort of job, and that I would
certainly get used to teaching these girls, who, although they were very poor,
might be as good and as intelligent as children from the greatest families in

England.
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Suddenly St. John said, ‘When I arrived I said I wanted to hear the rest
of your story. But perhaps it’s better if I tell the story. I’'m afraid you’ve
heard it before, but listen anyway. Twenty years ago a poor vicar fell in love
with a rich man’s daughter. She also fell in love with him, and married him,
against the advice of all her family. Sadly, less than two years later the
couples were both dead. I’ve seen their grave.

Their baby daughter was brought up by an aunt, Mrs. Reed of Gateshead.



But she stayed there ten years, until she went to Lowood, school, where you
were yourself. In fact, it seems her life was quite similar to yours. She
became a teacher at Lowood, as you did, and then became a governess in the
house of a certain Mr. Rochester. But I do know that he offered to marry this
young girl, who only discovered during the wedding ceremony that he was in
fact already married, to a mad woman. The governess disappeared soon after
this, and although investigations have been carried out, and advertisements
placed in newspapers, and every effort made to find her, nobody knows where

she’s gone.’
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Twenty thousand pounds, the news took my breath away. St. John, who |

had never heard laugh before, actually laughed out loud at my shocked face.
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¢ Chapter 11
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As I looked at him, it seemed I had found a brother and sisters to love
and be proud of for the rest of my life. The people who had saved my life
were my close relations! This was wealth indeed to a lonely heart, brighter
and more life-giving than the heavy responsibility of coins and gold. There
were the four of us cousins. Twenty thousand pounds, shared equally, would
be five thousand pounds each, more than enough for each one of us. It would
be a fair and just arrangement, and we would all be happy. I would no longer
have the worry of controlling a large amount of money, and they would never
have to work again. We would all be able to spend more time together at Moor
House.

Naturally, when I made this suggestion to St. John and his sisters, they
protested strongly, and it was with great difficulty that I finally managed to
convince them of my firm intention to carry out this plan. In the end they
agreed that it was a fair way of sharing the inheritance, and so the legal steps

were taken to transfer equal shares to all of us.
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I had not forgotten Mr. Rochester in all these changes of home and
fortune. His name was written on my heart, and would stay there as long as I
lived. Not only had I written to ask Mr. Briggs more about him, I had also
written twice to Mrs. Fairfax. But after I had waited in vain for six months, I

lost hope, and felt low indeed.
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‘God intended you to be a missionary!” He continued. ‘Trust in Him,
Jane. Marry me, for the service of God. I’ve seen how hard you can work,
Jane. You will be a great help to me with Indian women, and in Indian

schools.” ‘I’m ready to go with you to India, but as a sister, not as a wife.’
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When he asked me again, we were alone in the sitting-room. He put his

hand on my head and spoke quietly in his deep, sincere voice. ‘Remember,
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marry me, and earn your place in heaven!’ I admired and respected him, and
under his touch my mind was changing. ‘If I felt certain,’ I answered finally,
‘that God really wanted me to marry you, I would agree!” Close together we
stood, waiting for a sign from heaven.

I was more excited than I had ever been before. There was a total silence
in the house, and the room was full of moonlight. Suddenly my heart stopped
beating, and I heard a distant voice cry, ‘Jane, Jane, Jane!’ nothing more.
Where did it come from? It was the voice of Edward Rochester, and it spoke
in sadness and in pain. ‘I am coming! ’ I cried. I broke away from St. John,
who had followed, asking me questions. It was my time to give orders now. |

told him to leave me, and he obeyed.
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Ferndean Manor was a large old house in the middle of a wood. It looked
dark and lonely, surrounded by trees. As I approached, the narrow front door

opened, and out came a figure I could not fail to recognize, Edward Rochester.



I held my breath as I watched, feeling a mixture of happiness and sadness. He
looked as strong as before and his hair was still black, but in his face I saw a
bitter, desperate look that I had never seen there before.

He walked slowly and hesitatingly along the path. Although he kept
looking up eagerly at the sky, it was obvious that he could see nothing. After
a while he stopped, and stood quietly there, the rain falling fast on his bent,
uncovered head. Finally he found his way painfully back to the house, and
closed the door. When I knocked at the door, Mr. Rochester’s old servant,
John, opened it and recognized me.

He kissed me. ‘I’ am no better than the great tree hit by lightning at
Thornfield’ he said. ‘I can’t expect to have a fresh young plant like you by my
side, all my life’. ‘You are still strong, sir, and young plants need the strength
and safety of a tree to support them’. ‘Jane, will you marry me, a poor blind
man with one hand, twenty years older than you?’. ‘Yes, Sir,” ‘My darling,
we’ll be marry in three days time, Jane. Thank God! You know I never
thought much of religion? Well, lately I’ve begun to understand that God has
been punishing me for my pride and my past wickedness. Last Monday night,
in a mood of deep depression, I was sitting by an open window, praying for a
little peace and happiness in my dark life. In my heart and I wanted you. I

cried out “Jane!” three times.’
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We had a quiet wedding. I wrote to tell the Rivers the news. Diana and
Mary wrote back with delighted congratulations, but St. John did not reply.

Now I have been married for ten years. I know what it is like to love and
be loved, No woman has ever been closer to her husband than I am to Edward.
I am my husband’s life, and he is mine. We are always together, and have
never had enough of each other’s company. After two years his sight began to
return in one eye. Now he can see a little, and when our first child was born
and put into his arms, he was able to see that the boy had inherited his fine
large black eyes.

Mrs. Fairfax is retired, and Adele has grown into a charming young
woman. Diana and marry are both married, and we visit them once a year. St.
John achieved his ambition by going to India as planned, and is still there. He
writes to me regularly, He is unmarried and will never marry now. He knows
that the end of life is near, but he has no fear of death, and looks forward to

gaining his place in heaven.
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¢ Chapter 1

Q) : ZOHMFTCEBELVEHO—DZHZOATWE,

The small town of Verrieres may be regarded as one of the most
attractive in France. Its white houses with their high roofs of red tiles are
spread over the slope of a hill, and the entire town is sheltered on the north by
a high mountain. A torrent which comes tearing down from the mountain
passes through town provides power for the numerous wood-cutting
businesses in the area. No sooner has one entered the town than one is startled
by the noise of a particular local factory, where enormous hammers transform
little scraps of iron into nails. When asking the townspeople to whom it

belongs, he is told: ‘It belongs to the Mayor.’
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Provide the traveler halts for a few moments in the main street of town
chances are that he will see a tall man appear, with a busy, important air. At
the sight of him every hat is quickly raised. The visitor’s first impression may
be one of dignity. But soon this will change, ultimately resulting in the visitor
feeling that this man’s talent is confined to securing the exact payment of
whatever is owed to him and to postponing payment till the last possible

moment when he is the debtor. Such is the Mayor of town, Mr. de Renal.
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The stubborn peasant, known as Sorel did not agree to the move unless
he was paid handsomely. Mr. de Renal handed over a large sum of cash and
the deal was sealed. Sorel become rather wealthy them and began to be

known.
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¢ Chapter 2
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This sudden decision plunged Madame de Renal deep in thought. She
was a tall, well-made woman, who had been the beauty of the place. She was a
simple soul, who had never risen even to the point of criticizing her husband,
she supposed, without telling herself so, that between husband and wife there
could be no more tender relations. She was especially fond of Mr. de Renal
when he spoke to her of his plans for their children, one of whom he intended
to place in the army, the second on the bench, and the third in the church. In
short, she found Mr. de Renal a great deal less boring than any of the other

men of her acquaintance.
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His cheeks were flushed, his eyes downcast. He was a slim youth of
eighteen or nineteen, weak in appearance, with irregular but delicate features.
His large dark eyes, at this moment, were filled with ferocious hatred. An
object of contempt to the rest of the household, he hated his brothers and
father; in the games on Sundays, on the public square, he was invariably
beaten. It was only during the last year that his good looks had begun to win
him a few supporters among the girls. Universally despised as a weak creature,
Julien had adored his uncle, an old Surgeon Major. This surgeon used now and
then to pay old Sorel’s wage for his son, and taught him Latin and history.

Julien’s great dark eyes, filled with tears, found themselves staring into
the little grey eyes of the old peasant, who looked as though he sought to
penetrate to the depths of his son’s heart. Presently Julien thought to himself,
‘I must give up all that, rather than let myself be force me; I would sooner die.
I have saved fifteen francs. I shall run away tonight; in two days, by keeping
to side roads where I need not fear the police, I can enlist as a soldier, and, if
necessary, cross the border into Switzerland. But then, good-bye to
everything, good-bye to that fine priestly profession which is a stepping stone

to everything.’
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Madame de Renal was coming out through the glass door which opened
from the drawing room into the garden, when she saw, standing by the front
door, a young peasant, almost a boy still, extremely pale and showing traces
recent tears. She felt sorry for the poor creature, and had come to a standstill
by the front door, and evidently could not summon up courage to ring the bell.

Julien, who was facing the door, did not see her approach. He trembled
when a pleasant voice sounded close to his ear: ‘What have you come for, my
boy?’ Julien turned sharply round, and, struck by the charm of Madame de
Renal, forgot part of his shyness. A moment later, amazed by her beauty, he
forgot everything, even his purpose in coming.

Madame de Renal had repeated her question. ‘I have come to be tutor,
Madame.” Madame de Renal looked at the large tears which lingered on the
cheeks of this young peasant. Presently she burst out laughing, with all the
wild joy of a girl, she was laughing at herself, and trying in vain to realize the
full extent of her happiness. The contrast between her fears and what she now
saw before her was a great event. ‘Let us go indoors, Sir,” she said to him

with an air of distinct embarrassment.
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All at once, he ceased to speak of Napoleon, whose name was quite
dangerous to speak, announced his intention of becoming a priest, and was
constantly to be seen, in his father’s mill, engaged in learning by heart a
Latin Bible which the priest had lent him. The good old man, amazed at his
progress, devoted whole evenings to instructing him in religion. Who could
have supposed that girlish face of Julien’s, so pale and gentle, hid the
unshakeable determination to expose himself to the risk of a thousand deaths
than fail to make his fortune?

To Julien, making a fortune meant, in the first place, leaving Verrieres;
he hated his native place. From his earliest boyhood, he dreamed that one day
he would be introduced to the beautiful ladies of Paris; he managed to attract
their attention by some brilliant action. For many years now, perhaps not an
hour of his life had passed without his reminding himself master of the world
with his sword.

The building of the church and the sentences passed by the Justice
brought Julien sudden enlightenment; an idea which occurred to him drove
him almost out of his senses for some weeks. ‘The days of military might and
respect are gone. Priests in these times make more than the average military

man. [ must become a priest.’
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With his fiery nature, Julien had one of those astonishing memories so
often found in foolish people. To win over the old priest Chelan, whom he
saw quite clearly that his own future depended, he had learned by heart the

entire Bible in Latin.

THEA-—BRXHEHS, THA-—HFTFHREMAEHORAGIRILH,
BFRILGTEBERAEFZEALHENRN, AT REFHALGRS, ERIE

TXX224HFET T R,

Q) BieRoVWER, oI REFER b o,

The children adored him, but he did not care for them; his thoughts were
elsewhere. Cold, just, and at the same time loved, because his coming had, in
a measure, removed dullness from the house, he was a good tutor. For his part,

he felt only hatred and horror for the high society in which he was allowed to



occupy the very foot of the table.
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There were certain formal dinners at which he could barely contain his
hatred of everything round about him. On Saint Louis’s day in particular, Mr.
Valenod was laying down law at Mr. de Renal; Julien almost gave himself
away; he escaped into the garden, saying that he must look after the children.
‘Show respect to that man who obviously has doubled and tripled his fortune

since he has been in charge of the relief of the poor? Ha! What monsters!’
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Elisa, is maid of Madame de Renal, had not failed to fall in with the
young tutor. Madame de Renal observed that Julien was speaking more often
than before to Miss Elisa; she learned that these conversations were due to
the limitations of his extremely small wardrobe. He had so scanty a supply of
linen that he was obliged to send it out constantly to be washed, and it was in
performing these little services that Elisa made herself useful to him.

The maid, Elisa, received a legacy and then announced to Madame de

Renal and to the priest, Mr. Chelan, her intention to marry Julien. How ever,
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informed the priest with a resolute air that Miss Elisa’s offer could not be

accepted.
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¢ Chapter 5
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Madame de Renal was one of those women to be found in the provinces,
one may easily take to be fools until one has known them for a fortnight. She
had no experience of life, and made no effort at conversation. Until Julien
arrived, she had really paid no attention to anyone but her children. She
imagined that all men resembled her husband and Mr. Valenod. Coarse wit and
the most brutal insensibility to everything that did not promise money,
promotion or a medal, a blind hatred of every argument that went against
them seemed to her to be things natural to the male sex. After many long
years, Madame de Renal had not yet grown accustomed to these
money-hungry creatures among she had to live.

Since the little peasant Julien came. She found much pleasant enjoyment,
radiant with the charm of novelty, on the sympathy of this proud and noble
spirit. Generosity, nobility of soul, humanity, seemed to her, after a time, to
exist only in this young man. Madame de Renal, the wealthy heiress of a
religious aunt, married at sixteen to a worthy gentleman, had never in her life
felt or seen anything that bore the faintest resemblance to love. Thanks to this
ignorance, Madame de Renal, entirely happy, occupied incessantly with the
thought of Julien, was far from reproaching herself in the slightest degree.

Madame de Renal believed herself to have fallen ill; a sort of fever



prevented her enjoying any sleep; she was alive only when she had her maid
or Julien before her eyes. She could think of nothing but them and the

happiness they would find in their married life.
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Soon, with the first fine days of spring, Mr. de Renal removed his
household to the country; a picturesque little village where he owned an old
castle. The country scene appeared to come as a novelty to Madame de Renal.
The feeling that filled her gave her a new spirit and determination. On the
second day after their removal to the country, Mr. de Renal having returned to
town upon some official business, his wife spent her days running about the
orchard with her children, and chasing butterflies, Julien read to her the
strange habits of these insects from a book she had ordered from Besancon.

And, at last, Madame de Renal and Julien had a subject for conversation;
he was no longer exposed to the frightful torture inflicted on him by intervals

of silence. They conversed incessantly, and with extreme interest, although

O
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always of the most innocent things. This life, active, occupied and cheerful,
suited everyone, except Miss Elisa, who found herself worked to death. Even
when there is a party at Verrieres, she said, ‘Madame has never taken so,
much trouble over her dress; she changes her clothes two or three times a

i

day.
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When he saw Madame de Renal again, the next day, he decided that it
was absolutely essential that this evening she should allow her hand to remain
in his. Night fell. At last they sat down, Madame de Renal next to Julien.
Preoccupied with the attempt he must shortly make, he could think of nothing
to say. The conversation suffered.

The violence of the effort which he had to make to control his voice was
entirely altered; presently, her voice became shaky also, but he never noticed
this. The quarter before ten had sounded from the tower clock. Julien,
ashamed of his cowardice, told himself: ‘At the precise moment when ten
o’clock strikes, I shall carry out my intention, or I shall go up to my room and
blow my brains out.’

After a final interval of tension and anxiety, the strokes of ten sounded



from the clock overhead. Each stroke of that fatal bell stirred an echo in his
bosom. Finally, while the air was still throbbing with the last stroke of ten, he
put out his hand and took that of Madame de Renal, who at once withdrew it.
Julien, without exactly knowing what he was doing, grasped her hand again.
He pressed it with force; a last attempt was made to remove it from him, but
finally the hand was left in his grasp. His heart was flooded with joy, not
because he loved Madame de Renal, but because a fearful torment was now at

an end.
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That night, happiness robbed Madame de Renal of sleep; while a sleep
like lead carried off Julien, utterly worn out by the battle that had been raging
all day in his heart between shyness and pride. The next morning, he spent
reading his book, thinking not at all of Madame de Renal. It was only at lunch

time and in passing that the careless thought came to him: ‘I must tell this
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woman that I love her.’

Instead of that gaze charged with passion which he expected to meet, he
found the stern face of Mr. de Renal, who, having arrived a couple of hours
earlier from Verrieres, did not conceal his displeasure on finding that Julien
was wasting the whole morning without attending to the children. He was still
so absorbed with the great events he had been reading about in his book, that
he could hardly pay attention to the voice of Mr. de Renal.

The only thing that prevented the Mayor from dismissing the young man
then and there was the thought that Valenod may take him on, or else the boy
will marry Elisa, and, in either case, he could afford to laugh at him in his

heart.
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As she watched him go, her eldest son came running up from the other
end of the garden, saying: ‘We have a holiday. Mr. Julien is going on a
journey.” At these words, Madame de Renal felt herself frozen by a deadly
chill; she was unhappy in her virtue, and still in her weakness. This latest
development now occupied the whole of her imagination. It was a question no
longer of resisting this charming lover, but of losing him forever.

During Julien’s absence, life had been for Madame de Renal nothing



more than a succession of torments, each different but all alike intolerable;

she was really ill.
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Towards evening, a ridiculous idea occurred to him, and he imparted it to
Madame de Renal with a rare courage. No sooner had they sat down in the
garden than, without waiting for a sufficient cloak of darkness, Julien put his
lips to her ear, and, at the risk of compromising her horribly, said to her:
‘Tonight, Madame, at two o’clock, I am coming to your room, I have
something to say to you.’

That night ‘I told her that I should come to her at two o’clock,’ he said to
himself as he rose; ‘I may be inexperienced and coarse, but I will not be
week.” He went to listen at his door, through which he could hear him snoring.
This dismayed him. He had no longer any excuse for not going to her. But,
great God! What should he do when he got there? He had no plan, and even if
he had one, he was in such distress of mind that he would not have been in a
fit state to put it into practice. Finally, with an extreme anguish, he entered
the little corridor that led to her room. He opened the door with a trembling
hand, making a fearful noise as he did so.

Some hours later, when he emerged from her room, one might have said,

in the language of romance, that there was nothing more left for him to wish.

O
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In mortal terror at the apparition of Julien, Madame de Renal was soon a prey
to the cruelest alarms. His tears and despair distressed her greatly, Indeed,
when she had no longer anything to refuse him, she thrust him from her, with
genuine indignation, and then flung herself into his arms. No purpose was
apparent in all this behavior. She thought herself damned and sought to shut
out the vision of hell by showering the most passionate caresses on him.

‘The heavens, is to be happy, to be loved, no more than that? > Such was
Julien’s first thought on his return to his own room, He was in that state of
astonishment and uneasy misgivings into which a heart falls when it has just

obtained what it has long desired.
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When he saw Madame de Renal at lunch the next day, his behavior was a
miracle of prudence. As for her, she could not look at him without blushing to
the whites of her eyes, and could not live for an instant without looking at
him.

The said husband had noticed nothing; Madame de Renal trembled at the
thought that he might not come that night. She left the garden early, and went
up to wait in her room. But, beside herself with impatience, she rose and went
to glue her ear to Julien’s door. Despite the uncertainty and passion that were
devouring her, she did not dare enter.

The servants were not all in bed. Prudence obliged her finally to return
to her own room. Two hours of waiting were two centuries of torment. As one
o’clock struck, he slipped quietly from his room, made sure that the master of
the house was sound asleep, and appeared before Madame de Renal. On this
occasion, he found greater happiness with his mistress for he was less
continually thinking of the part he had to play.

In a few days, he was madly in love. But his love was still founded in
ambition: it was the joy of possessing, a poor creature so unfortunate and so

despised, so noble and beautiful a woman.
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Madame de Renal shed a few tears at her husband departure, and soon it
seemed to her that her happiness was doubled. By the withdrawal of her
husband she found herself left alone with her lover almost all day long. He
gave himself all the more readily to the pleasant society of his mistress. In
the first days of this new life, there were moments when he, who had never
loved, who had never been loved by anyone, found so exquisite a pleasure in
being sincere, that he was on the point of confessing to Madame de Renal the
ambition which until then had been the very essence of his existence.

‘Ah!” cried Julien one evening, ‘Napoleon, indeed, the man sent by God
to help the youth of France! Who is to take his place? What will the poor do
without him, even those who are richer than I, but haven’t enough money
launch themselves in a career!” He saw Madame de Renal frown suddenly; she
assumed a cold, disdainful air; this line of thought seemed to her worthy of a
servant. Brought up in the idea that she was extremely rich, it seemed to her a
thing to be taken for granted that he was also, She loved Julien a thousand
times more than life itself, and money to her meant nothing.

His revelations about the world, brought forth by Madame de Renal,
changed the nature of the sentiment that united him to her. His love was no
longer merely admiration of her beauty, pride in the possession of her. Their
joy was, from then on, of a far higher nature, the flame that devoured them
was more intense. Their happiness would have seemed great in the eyes of
other people. The days passed for them with lightning rapidity. Julien lost the

habit of reflection.
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¢ Chapter 7

B : RAREWF-oTWVWEbOD, HFERZEhR2do Tk,

This woman, Madame de Renal, the most distinguished in the place, Mr.
Valenod, whom for six years he had surrounded with every attention, and,
unluckily, before the eyes of all the world; this proudest of women, whose
disdain had so often made him blush, had taken an her lover a little

journeyman dressed up as a tutor.
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That same evening, Mr. de Renal received from the town, with his
newspaper, a long anonymous letter which informed him in the fullest detail
of all that was going on under his roof. He saw him turn pale as he read this
letter, which was written on blue paper, and cast angry glances at Julien. For
the rest of the evening the Mayor never recovered his peace of mind. As they
left the drawing room about midnight, he found time to say to his mistress:
‘Do not let us meet tonight, your husband has suspicions; I would swear that

long letter he was reading with such displeasure is an anonymous one.’
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The whole purpose of my scheme is to make my husband think that the
letter comes from Mr. Valenod; I have no doubt that he is its author. If you
leave the house, do not fail to go and establish yourself at Verrieres. Make
friends with everyone, even the Liberals. Do not go and quarrel with Mr.
Valenod. The essential thing is that it should be known throughout town that
you are going to Valenod’s, or to some other house, for the children’s
education.

That is what my husband will never stand. Should he resign himself to it,
well, at least you will be living in this town, and I shall see you sometimes.
Well, you understand what you must do; be gentle, polite, never contemptuous
with these vulgar people, they are to decide our destiny. Doubt not for a

moment that my husband in dealing with you will conform to whatever public



opinion may prescribe.

It is you that are going to provide me with this anonymous letter; arm
yourself with patience and a pair of scissors. Cut out of a book the words you
will see below; past them together with glue on the sheet of blue paper that |
send you; it came to me from Mr. Valenod.

Here is what you ought to write: MADAME, All your little goings on we
are known; but the persons to whose interest it is to check them have been
warned. From a lingering affection for yourself, I beg you to detach yourself
entirely from the little peasant. If you have the wisdom to do this, your
husband will believe that the warning he has received was misleading, and he
will be left in his error. Bear in mind that I know your secret; tremble,

unhappy woman; from now on you must tread a straight path, driven by me.
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‘I can surprise that young peasant with my wife, and kill the pair of
them; in that event, the tragic outcome of my misfortune may perhaps make it
less absurd. ’ This idea appealed to him: he worked it out in the fullest detail.
‘The law system is on my side, and, whatever happens, our Congregation and
my friends on the jury will save me.” He examined his hunting knife, which
had a sharp blade; but the thought of blood frightened him. ‘If I do not kill
my wife, if I drive her form the house, she has her aunt at Besancon, who will
hand over the whole of her fortune to her on the quiet. My wife will go and
live in Paris with Julien; Verrieres will hear of it, and I shall be regarded as a
fool.” After so many hours of thinking while walking on his garden, he came
upon that wife whom he would have liked to see dead.

‘Do you wish to create a scandal that will dishonor me and yourself as
well? You’ll be giving a fine treat to many people in town. True, they are
jealous of you. Oh, that young man no manners,” went on Madame de Renal;
‘I have never had any opinion of him since he refused to marry Elisa, it was a
fortune ready made; and because now and again she pays a secret visit to Mr.
Valenod.” ‘Ah!” said Mr. de Renal, ‘I knew nothing about these visits! There
are things going on in my house of which I know nothing. What! There has
been something between Elisa and Valenod?’ ‘Oh, that’s an old story, my dear
friend,” Madame de Renal said laughing, ‘It was in the days when your good
friend Valenod would not have been sorry to have it thought in town that there

was a little love exchanged between him and me.’
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In course of time his conversations with this girl, whose manner was at
once so imposing and so easy, became more interesting. He found her learned
and indeed rational. Her opinions in the garden differed widely from those
which she maintained in the drawing room. He became so comfortable with
her, that he admitted his love of Napoleon. Something he never revealed to
anyone. Less than a month later, Julien was strolling in the garden. He had
just come from the door of the drawing room to which he had escorted Miss
de La Mole, who pretended that she had hurt her foot when running with her
brother. ‘She is damned pretty!” he went on, with the glare of a tiger. ‘I will

have her, I shall then depart and pity to him that impedes me in my flight!’
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Very soon, Mathilde became occupied by the sincere resistance with
which our hero received a number of her ideas; she thought about him; she
reported to her cousin the pettiest details of their conversations, and found
that she could never succeed in displaying them in every aspect. Suddenly an
idea dawned upon her: ‘I have the good fortune to be in love, I am in love, it
is quite clear! ’ she told herself one day, with an indescribable transport of
joy. She turned over in her mind, ‘What he lacks, name and fortune? He would
make a name for himself, he would acquire a fortune.” There is already
something grand and bold in daring to love a man placed so far beneath me in
social position. Let me see; will he continue to deserve me? At the first sign
of weakness that I observe in him, I abandon him.

At five o’clock, Julien received a third letter; it was flung at him from
the library door. Mademoiselle de La Mole again fled. ‘I have to speak to you.
I must speak to you, tonight; when one o’clock strikes, be in the garden. Take
the gardener’s long ladder from beside the well; place it against my window
and come up to my room, There is a moon; no matter.” He went to fetch the
huge ladder and at five minutes past one placed the ladder against her window.
He climbed quietly, pistol in hand, astonished not to find himself was
attacked. As he reached the window, she opened it silently: And then quickly
took her into his arms. She only half struggled. He was astonished at the
absence of happiness that he found in himself. This was not, it is true, that
spiritual ecstasy which he had found at times in the company of Madame de
Renal. What he felt was the keenest gratification of his ambition, and Julian
was above all things ambitious.

She had made up her mind that if he ventured to come to her with the aid
of the gardener’s ladder, as she had bidden him, she would give herself to him.
But never were things so tender said in a colder and more formal tone. So far,

their intercourse was icy. It was enough to make one hate the thought of love.



After prolonged uncertainties, she finally became his mistress. She believed
that she was performing a duty towards herself and towards her lover. In the
morning, she accompanied her mother to mass, the maids soon left the
apartment, and Julien, who was hidden deep inside her wardrobe, easily made
his escape before they returned to complete their labors. He thought, ‘the tale
of my adventures is finished, and the credit is all mine. I have contrived to
make myself loved by this monster of pride,” he added, looking at her; ‘her
father cannot live without her, nor she without me.’

A few days later, the Fifteenth Regiment, one of the smartest in the Army,
was drawn up in order of battle on the parade ground. He was mounted upon
the finest horse in army. His serious air, his severe and almost cruel eyes, his
unalterable coolness won him a reputation from the first day. In a short time,
his perfect and entirely measured courtesy, his skill with the pistol and sword,
which he made known without showing with the moved all temptation to joke
audibly at his expense. Julien was intoxicated with ambition and not with
vanity. Though only just a Lieutenant, promoted by favor and after two day’s
service, he was already calculating that, in order to be Commander in Chief at
thirty, at latest, like all the great Generals, he would need at Twenty-three to

be something more than Lieutenant. He could think of nothing but glory.
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He leaving the shop of the local gun seller, he heard the church bells
announce the start of service. He entered the new church. He found himself
standing a few yards behind Madame de her bench. He had the impression that
she was praying with great seriousness. The sight of this woman who had
loved him so dearly made Julien’s arm tremble so violently that he could not
at first carry out his design. ‘I cannot,” he said to himself; ‘I am physically
incapable of it.” At that moment, the young clerk who was serving mass rang
the bell for the Elevation. Madame de Renal bowed her head, which, for a

moment, was almost entirely concealed by the folds of her shawl. Her aspect



was less familiar to him; he fired a shot at her with one pistol and missed her,

he fired a second shot; she fell.
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‘It is strange,” he said to himself one day as Mathilde was leaving his
prison, ‘that so warm a passion, and one of which I am the object, leaves me
so unmoved! And I worshipped her two months ago! I have indeed read that at
the approach of death we lose interest in everything; but it is frightful to feel
one self ungrateful and to be unable to change.” As a matter of fact, he was
hopelessly in love with Madame de Renal again. He found a strange happiness
when, left absolutely alone and without any fear of being disturbed, he could
abandon himself entirely to the memory of the happy days which he had spent
in the past at Verrieres. He never gave a thought to his Paris successes; they
bored him.

Julien said to Madame de Renal, ‘When I might have been so happy
during our walks in the woods of the country, a burning ambition led my soul
into imaginary tracts. Instead of my pressing to my heart this lovely arm
which was so near to my lips, the thought of my future tore me away from
you. ’ Some charitable soul doubtless informed Mr. de Renal of the long visits
which his wife was paying to Julien’s prison; for, after three days, he sent his

carriage for her, with express orders that she was to return immediately to

Nnaova NAlYd NHZONIN JIFIHS &

105



106

Nnaova NAlYd NHZONIN JIFIHS &

#R & FHEFE

Verrieres. His spirit was exhausted by the profound sadness into which the
departure of Madame de Renal had cast him. Nothing pleased him anymore,
either in real life or in imagination. Want of exercise was beginning to affect
his health and to give him a weak and excitable character. The absence of
Madame de Renal is crushing me! Ah! If God existed, I should say to God;

restore to me her whom I love!
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Towards midnight, both parties finished up their arguments and Julien
was given the opportunity to speak. ‘Gentlemen of the jury, I ask you for no
mercy, I am under no illusion; death is in store for me; it will be a just

punishment. Even were [ less guilty, I see before me men who, without



pausing to consider what pity may be due to my youth, will seek to punish in
me and to discourage forever that class of young men who, born in an inferior
station have the good fortune to secure a sound education, and the arrogance
to mingle with what the pride of rich people calls society. That is my crime,
Gentlemen, and it will be punished with all the more severity inasmuch as
actually I am not being tried by my peers. I do not see, anywhere among the

jury, a peasant who has grown rich, but only indignant upper-class men.’
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The next day, Mathilde followed her lover to the tomb which he had
chosen for himself. A great number of priests escorted the remains and,
unknown to all, alone in her carriage, she carried upon her knees the head of

the man whom she had so dearly loved.
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If Melchior had been a kind-hearted man, it would have been credible
that he should prefer Louisa’s simple goodness to every other advantage; but
a vainer man never was. It seemed incredible that a young man of his kidney,
fairly good-looking, and quite conscious of it, very foolish, but not without
talent, and in a position to look for some wealthy match, should suddenly
have chosen a girl of the people: poor, uneducated, without beauty, a girl who
could in no way advance his career. But Melchior was one of those men who
always do the opposite of what is expected of them and of what they expect of

themselves.

Eﬂ

hEEHFRANACHEROA, R2tbFEFTEETHAELE, T35
Fitk, AMmETRERRET ., BAETRHENTTF, KFMASH, dHHELL
mE T KRN, ERERLTF, LRBHREALTL, ZETAE—-TTHAK
ME, FHEERPR—ARS, LETETHET, KFLREZR, sTHGF
bl RAFAEBEB D FARE K ILEHE, RE 2 AHKELRMFE S
AZH, LB TEHGFR L.

)

EQ) : REOKBEERE T, ZHEIEFLDIo T,

He was an affectionate man, but health was the strongest thing in him.
What ever might be his grief, he did not drink one drop the less, nor one bite
at table, and his band never had one day off, Under his direction the Court
orchestra won a small celebrity in the Rhine country. But now he neglected
his playing, so secure in his own superiority that very soon he lost it. Other
violinists came to succeed him in public favor. That was bitter to him, but
instead of rousing his energy, these defeats only discouraged him. And if this
blow struck most at his vanity, it touched his purse even more. For several

years the resources of his household had grown less and less, following on
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various reverses of fortune. After having known plenty, want came, and every
day increased. Melchior refused to take notice of it; he did not spend one
penny the less on his toilet or his pleasures. He was not a bad man, but a

half-good man, which is perhaps worse.
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Louisa, when she had to go out, left them with Jean Christophe, now six
years old. He was proud of being treated as a man, and gravely fulfilled his
task. He amused the children as best he could by showing them his games, and
he set himself to talk to them as he had heard his mother talking to the baby.
Or he would carry them in his arms, one after another, as he had seen her do;
he bent under their weight, and clenched his teeth, and with all his strength
clutched his little brother to his breast, so as to prevent his falling. They
made him very unhappy, and he was often troubled about them. He did not
know what to do. They took advantage of him. Sometimes he wanted to slap
them, but he thought, ‘they are little; they do not know,” and he let them pinch

him, and beat him, and tease him.

LES BN, RBRBABAIEILELEH S X, WALCLEHE XY
T, MBRBEEAZERSE XAEL, RALBTHG LS, HB A UEH
MFEIL, S MmAhmgk, BEER 0GR ERMENHF, FRAMLF



Cxv s YRbT

KAGHETRAIRAN, THLRET, R REF, e b BN
EWREZ, RNk s, A ER, FFRAFERENE, A% R
fo, Ao AR -], TREXE: “RMNENR, HAHERE,” @ 129
ikt frig, 41, L%,

¢ Chapter 2

HQ) : FTix, AR DODHEVWET 2 B3 H o7z,

When Christophe grew older, his grandfather used often to take him with
on his evening walks. The little boy used to trot by his side and give him his
hand. They used to go by the roads, across plowed fields, which smelled
strong and good. His grandfather would cough. Christophe knew quite well
what that meant. The old man was burning with the desire to tell a story; but
he wanted it to appear that the child had asked him for one. Jean Christophe
did not fail him; they understood each other. The old man had a tremendous
affection for his grandson, and it was a great joy to find in him a willing
audience. He is like to tell of episodes in his own life, or stories of great men,
ancient and modern alike. The boy used to listen with profound respect, and
thought his grandfather very eloquent, but a little tiresome.

His grandfather gave the children an old piano, which one of his clients,
anxious to be rid of it, had asked him to take. His patient ingenuity had
almost put it in order. The present had not been very well received. Louisa
thought her room already too small, without filling it up any more; and
Melchior said that Jean Michel had not ruined himself over it: just firewood.
Only Jean Christophe was glad of it without exactly knowing why. It seemed
to him a magic box, full of marvelous stories. When no one was nearby,
Christophe would go to the piano and raise the lid, softly pressing down a key,
just as if he were moving with his finger the living shell of some great insect;

he wanted to push out the creature that was locked up in it.
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Now his greatest joy is when his mother would go out for a day’s service,
or pay some visit in the town. He listens as she goes down the stairs, and into
the street, and away. He is alone. He opens the piano, and brings up a chair,
and perches on it. His shoulders just about reach the keyboard; it is enough
for what he wants. Why does he wait until he is alone? No one would prevent
his playing so long as he did not make too much noise. But he is ashamed
before the others, and dare not. And then they talk and move about: that

spoils his pleasure.
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One day Melchior came upon him thus. He made him jump with fear at
the sound of his great voice. Christophe, thinking he was doing wrong,
quickly put his hands up to his ears to ward off the blows he feared. But
Melchior did not scold him, strange to say; he was in a good temper, and
laughed. ‘You like that, boy? * he asked, patting his head kindly. ‘Would you
like me to teach you to play it? Would he like! Delighted, he murmured:
‘Yes.” The two of them sat down at the piano, Christophe perched this time on
a pile of big books, and very attentively took his first lesson. He learned first
of all that the buzzing spirits have strange names, like Chinese names, of one
syllable, or even of one letter. He was astonished; he imagined them to be
different from that: beautiful, caressing names, like the princesses in fairy
stories.

He set himself to learn, for it was not tiresome, and he was surprised at
his father’s patience. Melchior did not weary of it either; he made him begin
the same thing over again ten times. Christophe did not understand why he
should take so much trouble; his father loved him then. That was good! The
boy worked away; his heart was filled with gratitude. He would have been
less obliging had he known what thoughts were springing into being in his
father’s head. From that day on, Melchior took him to the house of a neighbor,
where three times a week their was chamber music. Melchior played first
violin, Jean Michel the cello. The other two were a bank clerk and the old
watchmaker. They began at five, and went on till nine. Between each piece
they drank beer. Neighbors used to come in and out, and listen without a word,
leaving against the wall, and nodding their heads, and beating time with their
feet, and filling the room with clouds of tobacco smoke. On the day when
Melchior, stealing on tiptoe, had surprised the boy at the keyboard that was

too high for him, he had stayed to watch him for a moment, and suddenly

131

Nnaova NAld NHZONIWN JIfIHS &



132

Nnaova NAlYd NHZONIN JIFIHS &

#R & FHEFE

there had flashed upon him: ‘A little prodigy! Why had he not thought of it?
What luck for the family!” No doubt he had thought that the boy would be a
little peasant like his mother. ‘It would cost nothing to try. What a great thing
it would be! He would take him all over Germany, perhaps abroad. It would be
a jolly life, and noble to boot.’

Every morning for three hours, and three hours every evening,
Christophe was set before the instrument of torture. All on edge with
attention and weariness, with large tears rolling down his cheeks and nose, he
moved his little red hands over the black and white keys, under the
threatening ruler, which descended at every false note, and the scolding of his
master, which were more hateful to him than the blow. He thought that he
hated music. But certain words of his grandfather had made an impression on
him. The old man, seeing his grandson weeping, had told him, with that
gravity which he always maintained for the boy, that it was worth while
suffering a little for the most beautiful and noble art given to men for their
consolation and glory. And Christophe was secretly touched by these simple

words.
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One evening, he sat on the wall, dreaming with his eyes open, and could
not have told how long he had been dreaming, for he saw nothing, his heart
suddenly leaped. In front of him, at a bend in an avenue, were two women’s
faces looking at him. Once, a young lady in black, with fine irregular features
and fair hair, tail, elegant, with carelessness and indifference in the poise of
her head, was looking at him with kind, laughing eyes. The other, a girl of
fifteen, also in deep mourning, looked as though she were going to burst out a
fit of wild laughter; she was standing a little behind her mother, who, without
looking at her, signed to her to be quiet. She covered her lips with her hands,
as if she were hard put to it not to burst out laughing. As he away, he heard a
kind voice calling him, ‘Little boy!” and a shout of childish laughter, clear
and liquid as the song of a bird.

One morning when he came back to dinner Louisa proudly told him that a

letter had been left for him. The letter was from Mrs. Kerich, who requested
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the pleasure of the young musician’s company at her home that evening.
Christophe, dressed up in an absurd coat, which made him look like a country
preacher, arrived at the house quite ill with shyness. When the mother and
daughter saw him they exchanged a sly look. She smiled cheerfully, and held
out her hand. ‘Good day, my dear neighbor,” she said. ‘I am glad to see you.
Since I heard you at the concert I have wanted to tell you how much pleasure
you gave me. And as the only way of telling you was to invite you here, I
hope you will forgive me for having done so. My daughter wanted so much to
meet you.’” ‘But mum, it is not the first time that we have seen each other.’
said Min-na, and laughing aloud. ‘you paid us a visit the day we came.” At
these words the girl laughed again, and he looked so pitiful that when she
looked at him she laughed more than ever. She could not control herself, and
she laughed until she cried.

Christophe, in spite of his constraint, fall victim to the infectious
laughter. Their merriment was irresistible; it was impossible to take offense
at it. Madame then questioned him amiably about his life. But he did not gain
confidence. He could not sit down; he could not hold his cup, which
threatened to upset; and whenever they offered him water, milk, sugar or
cakes, he thought that he had to get up hurriedly and bow his thanks. Madam’s
warmth of manner and innumerable questions soon put Christophe at his ease.
The warmth and kindness of the two ladies touched his heart; he exaggerated
their easy urbanity, their worldly graciousness, in his desire to think it

heartfelt and deep.
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They thought that he would go immediately after supper. But he followed
them into the little room, and sat with them, and had no idea of going. Minna
stifled her yawns, and made signs to her mother. He did not notice them
because he was dumb with his happiness. He would have stayed all night had
Mrs. Kerich sent him away herself, without ceremony, but kindly. He went,
carrying in his heart the soft light of the brown eyes of Madame and the blue
eyes of her daughter. Her heart, as was his, was at the age when we delight the
senses with sweet fluttering dreams. She was forever absorbed in thoughts of

love, filled with a curiosity which was only innocent from ignorance. And she
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only thought of love, as a well-taught young lady should, in terms of marriage.
Naturally Christophe did not in the least understand the complicated
mechanism of a young girl’s heart. A word or an affectionate look from either
one of the women plunged him in delight. Twice a week, from nine to ten in
the morning, he superintended daughter’s scales and exercises.

One misty morning in March, when little flakes of snow were flying, like
feathers, in the gray air, they were in the studio. It was hardly daylight. Her
hand was on the rack, and she did not move it. His lips were near her hand. He
tried to read and could not. Suddenly, he did not know what he was thinking
of; he pressed his lips as hard as he could on the little hand. In the evening,
when she went to her room, it was a long time before she went to bed. She
went on looking at herself in the mirror, trying to remember, and having
thought all through the day of the same thing, sitting on the bed, trying to
remember what Christophe was like. It was a Christophe of fantasy who
appeared, and now he did not seem nearly so uncivil to her.

‘He loves me! What happiness! How good of him to love me! How I love
him!” She kissed her pillow and went fast asleep. They passed through a
period of waiting. They watched each other, desired each other, and were
fearful of each other. They were uneasy. Each was busy constructing their
love in silence. Love has curious effects. As soon as Christophe discovered
that he loved her daughter, he discovered at the same time that he had always
loved her. For three months they had been seeing each other almost every day
without ever suspecting the existence of their love. But from the day when he
did actually love her, he was absolutely convinced that he had loved her from

all eternity.
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They were filled with love, sweet, profound, absurd. Everything else had
vanished. No more egoism, no more vanity, no more reservation. After a
desperate murmuring of words and passionate promises to belong to each
other forever, after kisses and incoherent words of delight, they saw that it
was late, and the two reluctantly parted for the night. They contrived to meet
again in the garden the next morning and spoke of their love once more, but
now the divine unconsciousness of it all was gone. She was playing the part

of the girl in love, and he, though more sincere, was also playing a part. They

talked of what their life should be. He regretted his poverty and humble estate.

She affected to be generous, and enjoyed her generosity. She said that she
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cared nothing for money. That was true, for she knew nothing about it, having
never known the lack of it. He promised that he would become a great artist;
that she thought fine and amusing, like a novel.

With ironic deliberation, as Mrs. Kerich did not take him altogether
seriously, she told him that he had no fortune, and that she had different
tastes. He protested that made no difference that he would be rich, famous,
that he would win honors, money, all that Minna could desire. Mother looked
skeptical. She was amused by his self-confidence, and only shook her head by
way of saying no. His eyes were opened. He saw irony of the friendly smile,
he saw the coldness of the kindly look, he understood suddenly what it was
that separated him from this woman whom he loved as a son, this woman who
seemed to treat him like a mother; he was conscious of all that was
patronizing and disdainful in her affection. He nearly died of his heartache.
He thought of killing himself. He thought of murder. At least, he imagined
that he thought of it. It was the most terrible crisis of his childhood. It ended

his childhood. It stiffened his will. But it came near to breaking it forever.
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In the wing of the house, on the other side of the yard, there lodged on
the ground floor a young woman of twenty, some months a widow, with a
little girl. Sabine kept a little tailor’s shop which might have had customers
enough, thanks to its position in a street of shops in the center of the town,
but she did not bother about it any more than about her garden. Instead of
doing her housework herself, she had hired a little servant, a girl of fifteen,
who came in for a few hours in the morning to clean the rooms and look after
the shop, while the young woman lay in bed. Christophe used to see Sabine
sometimes, through his windows, walking about her room, or sitting for hours
together before her mirror, for she was so careless that she used to forget to
draw her curtains, and when she saw him, she was so lazy that she could not
take the trouble to go and lower them. He would pretend that he only saw
these pleasant sights accidentally as he happened to pass the window, but he
liked, and in the end he wasted as much time in watching Sabine, as she did
over her toilet. Not that she was a flirt, she was rather careless, generally, and
did not take anything like the meticulous care with her appearance. If she
wasted time in front of her dressing table it was from pure laziness. While she
made little pitiful faces at herself in the mirrors, she was never quite properly
dressed at the end of the day.

One evening when they were sitting there, while his mother was talking,
he saw of the tailor’s shop open. A woman came out silently and sat nearby.

Her chair was only a few yards from Louisa. She was sitting in the darkest
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shadow. He could not see her face, but he recognized her. The air seemed
sweeter to him. When he left off talking to her he was at his case and
comfortable. It was enough for him to see her. He was rid of his anxieties, and
irritations, and the nervous trouble that made him sick at heart. When he was
talking to her he was beyond care. At night he slept as he had never done. It
was a Sunday afternoon when everybody was at church. He had gone out too
to make his final preparations for the journey. Sabine was sitting in her tiny
garden warming herself in the last rays of the sun, looking a bit ill. He came
home: he was in a hurry and his first inclination when he saw her was to bow
and pass on. But something held him back as he was passing; perhaps it was
Sabine’s paleness, or some indefinable feeling. He longed to go down on his

knees and say, ‘I love you.’
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Ada, she was good to see, with her round face framed in fair curly hair,
her full pink cheeks, her wide blue eyes, her rather large nose, impertinently
turned up, and her full figure, large and plump, well built, solidly put
together. He knows that he does not love her. And he is filled with a bitter
sorrow when he thinks that he kissed those strange lips, in the first moment
with her, that he has taken this beautiful body for which he cares nothing on
the first night of their meeting. When he alone with Ada, they still spoke
different languages, though they made attempts to understand each other. In
fact, she was little concerned with thought. She was concerned with eating,
drinking, singing, dancing, crying, laughing, and sleeping. She wanted to be
happy, and that would have been all right if she had succeeded. But although
she had every gift for it, she was greedy, lazy, sensual, and frankly egoistic in
a way that revolted and amused Christophe.

She seemed to be driven always to say stupid things, to repeat senseless
words again and again, to irritable Christophe, set his nerves on edge, and
make him almost beside himself. And her flirtations as soon as anybody, no
matter whom, appeared on the road! Then she would talk excitedly, laugh
noisily, make faces, and draw attention to herself. She would become
sentimental, uncontrollable, just as she did everything, in a voice. Christophe
would suffer. Least of all could he forgave her lack of sincerity. He did not
yet know that sincerity is a gift as rare as intelligence or beauty and that it
cannot justly be expected of everybody. He could not bear a lie, and Ada gave
him lies in full measure. She was always lying, quite calmly, in spite of
evidence to the contrary. She had that surprising faculty for forgetting what is
displeasing to them, or even what has been pleasing to them, which those

women possess who live from moment to moment.
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‘Ah! my friend. It is the best of all, my Lieder, if you could hear it!
Devil take me, it is too beautiful! There has never been anything like it. God
help the poor audience! They will only long for one thing when they have
heard it: to die.” The little circle of musicians chuckled over him, and every
one was impatient for the opportunity of judging the unhappy compositions.
They were all judged beforehand. He was grateful to the people for their
hostility; he could work in peace.

Christophe had made no secret of his feeling. Since he had become aware
of German hypocrisy, which refuses to see things as they are, he had made it a
law for himself that he should be absolutely, continually, uncompromisingly
sincere in everything without regard for anything or anybody or himself. And
as he could do nothing without going to extremes, he was extravagant in his

sincerity: he would say outrageous things and offend people a thousand times
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less educated in music. He never dreamed that it might annoy them. When he
realized the idiocy of some respected composition he would make haste to
impart his discovery to everybody he encountered: musicians of the orchestra,
or amateurs of his acquaintance. He would pronounce the most absurd
judgments with a beaming face. At first no one took him seriously: they
laughed at his oddities. But it was not long before they found that he was

always referring to them, insisting on them in a way that was really bad taste.

‘Too much music, too much drinking, too much eating,” wrote Christophe.

Without eating, drinking, hearing, without hunger, thirst, or need, from sheer
habitual devouring. Talk of German gaiety! These people do not know what
gaiety means: they are always gay! Their gaiety, like their sorrow, drops like
their joy is dust: there is neither life nor force in it. They would stay for
hours smilingly and vaguely drinking in sounds, sounds, sounds. They think
of nothing: they feel nothing: they are sponges. Too much music! You are
slaying each other and it. If you choose to murder each other that is your
affair: I can’t help it. But where music is concerned, hands off! I will not
suffer you to debase the loveliness of the world by heaping up in the same
basket things holy and things shameful, by giving, as you do at present. You
pretend to love music. What sort of music do you love? Good or bad? You
applaud both equally. Well, then, choose! What exactly do you want? You do
not know yourselves. You do not want to know: you are too fearful of taking

sides and compromising yourselves, to the devil with your caution!’
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His beloved masterpiece, his Lieder, was to be played. The public had
not shown much interest in the piece, as quite a third of the hall was empty.
Christophe could not help thinking bitterly of the crowded halls at his
concerts when he was a child. He would not have been surprised by the
change if he had more experience: it would have seemed natural to him that
there were fewer people come to hear him when he made good music than
when he made bad: for it is not music but the musician in which the greater
part of the public is interested, and it is obvious that a musician who is a man
and like everybody else is much less interesting than a musician in a child’s
body, who tickles sentimentality or amuses idleness.

After waiting in vain for the hall to fill, he decided to begin. His pieces
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were played in silence. There is a silence in audience which seems big and
overflowing with love. But there was nothing in this. Utter sleep blankness.
Every phrase seemed to drop into depths of indifference. With his back turned
to the audience, busy with orchestra, He was fully aware of everything that
was happening in the hall, so that he knows whether what he is playing is
waking an echo in the hearts about him. He went on conducting and growing
excited while he was frozen by the cold mist of boredom rising from the stalls
and the boxes behind him.

At last the piece was ended, and the audience applauded, it applauded
coldly, politely, and was then silent. His compositions met with absolute and
astonished lack of comprehension from the most kindly disposed critics:
veiled hostility from those who did not like him, and were arming themselves
for later ventures: and from the general public, guided by neither friendly nor
hostile critics, silence. Left to its own thoughts the general public does not
think at all: that goes without saying. But he was afraid of nothing. He was
determined to clean up German taste. But it was utterly impossible. His
foolish confidence in the public and in success which he thought he could

easily gain because he deserved it, crumbled away.
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The veil was rent: he saw the German lie. Every race, every art has its
hypocrisy. The world is fed with a little truth and many lies. The human mind
is feeble: pure truth agrees with it but ill: its religion, its morality, its states,
its poets, its artists, must all be presented to it enveloped in lies. These lies
are adapted to the mind of each race: they vary from one to the other; it is
they that make it so difficult for nations to understand each other, and so easy
for them to despise each other. Christophe went to concerts, listened in
amazement to discover there was nothing new in it all to him.

He knew these concerts, the orchestra, and audience. But suddenly it all
seemed to him false. He saw German art stripped. It was all so foolish, so
childish often, that he could not believe that it never occurred to the audience.
He looked about him, but he saw only gaping faces, convinced in advance of
the beauties they were hearing and the pleasure that ought to find in it. How
could they admit their own right to judge for themselves? They were filled

with respect for these well-respected names.
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Corinne, the beautiful actress, wanted to know about his compositions.
She sat by him and insisted on his playing everything that he had composed.
It was not only on politeness on her part; she adored music and had art
admirable instinct for it which supplied the deficiencies of her education. At
first he did not take her seriously and played his easiest melodies. But when
he played a passage by which he set more store and saw that she preferred it
too, although he had not said anything about it, he was joyfully surprised.

With the innocent astonishment of the Germans when they meet a
Frenchman who is a good musician he said: ‘Odd. How good your taste is! |
should never have thought it.” She waited, smiling, she waited. He did not
understand the invitation. He was in his way, that was all he thought of.
Mechanically he broke free from her and moved his chair. And when, a
moment later, he turned to speak to Corinne, he saw that she was choking with
laughter. And, indeed, once she had seen that he was fond of her, but not at all

in love, she begin to be fond of him, too, without love, as a good friend.
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The old king, feeling the end of his life approaching, decided to step
down from power and place it in the hands of those now younger and more
capable. With this intent, he called his three daughter to him, to know from
their own lips which of them loved him best, that he might part his kingdom
among them in such proportions as their affection for him should seem to
deserve. Meantime we shall express our darker purpose. Give me the map
there. Know that we have divided in three our kingdom: and it is our fast
intent to shake all cares and business from our age; Conferring them on
younger strengths, while we unburden crawl toward death. Our son of
Cornwall, and you, our no less loving son of Albany, we have this hour a
constant will to publish our daughter’s several dowers, that future strife may
be prevented now. The princes, France and Burgundy, great rivals in our
youngest daughter’s love, long in our court have made their amorous sojourn,
and here are to be answered. Tell me, my daughters, which of you shall we say
doth love most? That our largest bounty may extend where nature doth with

merit challenge. Goneril, our eldest-born, speak first.
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Sir, I love you more than words can wield the matter; Dearer than
eye-sight, space, and liberty; Beyond what can be valued, rich or rare; No less
than life, with grace, health, beauty, honor; As much as child ever loved, or
father found; A love that makes breath poor, and speech unable; Beyond all
manner of so much I love you. Goneril, the eldest, heaped upon her father all
sorts of fine, but rather empty, words. He, in return, trusting in his own

daughter’s love, offered her one-third of his ample kingdom.
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Sir, I am made of the self-same metal that my sister is and prize me at
her worth. In my true heart I find she names my very deed of love; Only she
comes too short: that I profess myself an enemy to all other joys, which the
most precious square of sense possesses; And find I am alone felicitate in
your dear highness’ love. His second daughter, Regan, paid him similar
compliments, adding that she found all other joys dead in comparison with the
pleasure which she took in the love of her dear king and father. Thus, to her,

one-third of Lear’s kingdom was also given.
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Then turning to his youngest daughter, whom he called his joy, he asked
what she had to say. She disgusted with the falseness of her sisters, whose
hearts she knew were far from their lips, made no other reply but this-that she
loved his Majesty according to her duty, neither more nor less. Then poor
Cordelia! And yet not so; [ am sure, my love more rich than my tongue. Good
my lord, you have begot me, bred me, love me: I return those duties back as
are right fit, obey you, love you, and most honor you. Why have they
husbands, if they say they love you all? Haply, when I shall wed, that lord
whose hand must take my plight shall carry half my love with him, half my

care and duty: Sure, I shall never marry like my sisters, to love my father all.
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This plainness of speech, which Lear called pride, so enraged the old
monarch-who in old age had such clouded reason that he could not discern
truth from flattery, that in a fury of resentment he took the third part of his
kingdom which yet remained and split it between Cordelia’s two sisters and
their husbands, the Dukes of Albany and Cornwall, whom he now called to
him and presence of all his court, invested them jointly with all the power,
revenue, and execution of government. Let it be so; thy truth, then, be thy
dower: For, by the sacred radiance of the sun, the mysteries of Hecate, and
the night; by all the operation of the orbs from whom we do exist, and cease
to be; Here I disclaim all my paternal care, propinquity and property of blood,
and as a stranger to my heart and me hold thee, from this, for ever. The
barbarous Scythian, or he makes his generation messes to gorge his appetite,
shall to my bosom be as well neighbor, pitied, and relieved, as thou my

sometime daughter.
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So ridiculous a disposal of his kingdom filled all his court with

astonishment and sorrow; but none of them had the courage to speak out,



except the Earl of Kent, who had been a most faithful counselor in times past
to the king. He spoke plainly of his disagreement with king’s decision, and
asked that he reconsider. The honest freedom of this good Earl of Kent only
stirred up the king’s wrath the more, and he banished this true servant and
allotted him but five days to make his preparations for departure; but if on the
sixth his hated person was found within the realm of Britain, that moment was
to be his death. Thus Kent said farewell to the king, promising to go and

never return.
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Now that she was under her father’s displeasure and had no fortune but
her own person to recommend her, the Duke of Burgundy no longer had any
interest in making her his wife. The king of France, however, understanding
what the nature of the fault had been which had lost her the love of her father,
still gladly offered her his kingdom. Fairest Cordelia, that art most rich,
being poor; Most choice, forsaken; and most loved, despised! Thee and thy
virtues here I seize upon: Be it lawful I take up what’s cast away. Gods, gods!
It is strange that from their coldest neglect my love should kindle to inflamed
respect. Thy dowerless daughter, king, thrown to my chance, is queen of us,
of ours, and our fair France: Not all the dukes of waterish Burgundy can buy
this un prized precious maid of me. Bid them farewell, though unkind: Thou

lose here, a better where to find.
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Then with weeping eyes and heavy heart, departed, for she knew the
cunning of her sisters and she wished her father in better hands than she was
about to leave him in. And she was no sooner gone than the devilish
dispositions of her sisters began to show themselves in their true colors. Even
before the expiration of the first month the old king began to find out the

difference between promises and performances.
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These late eclipses in the sun and moon portend no good to us: though

the wisdom of nature can reason it thus and thus, yet nature finds itself



scourged by the sequent effects: love cools, friendship falls off, brothers
divide: in cities, mutinies; in countries, discord; in palaces, treason; and the
bond cracked ‘twist’ son and father. This villain of mine comes under the
prediction; there’s son against father: the king falls from bias of nature;
there’s father against child. We have seen the best of our time: machinations,
hollowness, treachery, and all ruinous disorders, follow us disquietly to our
graves. Find out this villain, Edmund; it shall lose thee nothing; do it
carefully. And the noble and true-hearted Kent banished! His offence,

honesty!
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Goneril soon became discontent with seeing her father holding onto even
the smallest of kingly privileges. Every time she met her father she put on a
frowning face; and when the old man wanted to speak with her she would
pretend she was ill in order to get rid of him. This lack of respect even passed
onto her servants, who began to treat him with neglect, and would either
refuse to obey his orders or still more contemptuously pretend not to hear
them. There remained to Lear only faithful servant: the Earl of Kent. Although
exiled, he chose to remain near his king. Disguised as a serving-man, he
succeeded in obtaining work under Lear, and went by the name of Caius. Lear

never once suspected him to be his once favorite, Earl of Kent.
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The coolness and falling off of respect, which Lear had begun to
perceive, were not all which this foolish fond father was to suffer from his
unworthy daughter. Goneril now plainly told Lear that his staying in her
palace was inconvenient so long as he insisted upon keeping up an
establishment of a hundred knights; that this establishment was useless and
expensive and only served to fill her court with riot and feasting; she prayed
him that he would lessen their number and keep none but old men about him,
such as himself, and fitting his age. Lear at first could not believe his eyes or
ears, nor that it was his daughter who spoke so unkindly. And he bid his
horses to be prepared, for he would go to his other daughter. Duke of Albany,
apologized for his wife’s unkindness, but Lear cut off his speech and angrily

set out with followers for the home of Regan.

EREIFHERBERGREXILHA XA, REXAAHME. B
BHFHLEHRBR R I, WART S0, #R-ZL2HREA—7
LEFRPT L, WO EZTHRBKGHT , A DR EFER S L0, LRF
B M KL XB, BEYH, RO THAMRT ., EZBRXRR I T EA
¥, AELERLATERMBESA, AWERIAME AT HRE T

, WAL AR R X AR AL G RIKFEGA, TRAML A T8 &L,
Wy R IF D, At —F L HFREE i = kLR R L X4,
i, BHELROLRAARAGARETOT ST RAFTER, =22,



FRESTH TRGE, BAPTRERLGERAF =K ILEZREF &
A%

¢ Chapter 5

HEQ) : VTEBR)V -V OBRBICBET S,

Lear dispatched his servant Caius with letter to his daughter, so that she
might be prepared for his reception. But Regan and her husband, hearing of
this, they ordered Caius to be put in the stocks, though he was a messenger
from the king, her father, and in that character demanded the highest respect.
So that the first thing the king saw when he entered the castle was his faithful

servant Caius sitting in that disgraceful situation.
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This was but a bad sign of the reception which he was to expect; but a
worse followed when they came to greet him, and whom should be see in their
company but the hated Goneril, who had come to tell her own story and set
her sister against the king her father! Regan advised him to go home again
with her, and live with her peaceably, dismissing half of his attendants, and to
ask her forgiveness, for he was old and wanted discretion. He argued against
such an unnatural dependence, declaring his resolution never to return with
her, but to stay where he was with Regan, he and his hundred knights. But he
was mistaken in expecting kinder treatment of Regan than he had experienced

from her sister. As if willing to outdo her sister in disrespectful behavior, she

O
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declared that she thought fifty knights too many to wait upon him; that
five-and-twenty were enough. Then Lear, nearly heartbroken, turned to
Gone-ril and said that he would go back with her, for her fifty doubled
five-and-twenty. But she did away with his train altogether, saying he could

simply be waited on by her servants.

EAABAEIHZZEG, RAFBG AR LET., FBAF, ik
BT IR FR, ARBRAAFEFTTRABIT ARG KLU WA K
R HT Ry IFE, FALERKEATXLE, IR XL EITRLILE X,
HRRFE, hiEHk, BAXIRZCETHFL, RAFHENLAT, £
F, RAEARARGKRE, PHAAKEAREDEH KL ILAFL E; i
W — B LR ERAELE—R, FRIAN, =4 )L ARk b dEE IR
—d, s — e, TR T, ZAMF R E BRI R &R
ZWATAH, WAL BIET S50 2HFNKET, BidE, 25 2%B T,
B FRIGOHERT, SRR LILHE, REERLD X, B
50 2 25 WHAE, 2RAKAXIILX TR, RRAREAFEA—ARE, Ad
INAA MRS R G T .

EQ) : RANOKRIZ, FZERLLXZBVHT,

He promised revenge against those unnatural witches and to make
examples of them that should be a terror to the earth! While he was thus idly
threatening what his weak arm could never execute, night came on, and a loud
storm of thunder and lightning with rain; and his daughters still persisting in
their resolution not to admit his followers, he called for his horses, and chose
rather to encounter the utmost fury of the storm abroad than stay under the

same roof with these ungrateful daughters.
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Coming upon an old worn-down building along the roadside, Lear and
his army took the opportunity to seek shelter and rest from their journey.
Inside, Lear met a poor beggar fellow with nothing but a blanket about him to
cover his nakedness. Lear could not be persuaded but that the fellow was
some father who had given all away to his daughters and brought himself to
that pass; for nothing, he thought, could bring a man to such wretchedness but

the having unkind daughters.
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‘Sir, this young fellow’s mother could: whereupon she grew round-womb,

and had, indeed, a son for her cradle ere she had a husband for her bed. But |
have a son by order of low, some year elder than this, who yet is no dearer in
my account: though this knave came something saucily into the world before
he was sent for, yet was his mother fair; there was good sport at his making,

and the whoreson must be acknowledged.’
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Edmund with a letter ‘Thou, nature, art my goddess; to thy law. My
services are bound. Wherefore should I stand in the plague of custom, and
permit the curiosity of nations to deprive me, for that I am some twelve or
fourteen moon-shines lag of a brother? Why bastard? Wherefore base? When
my dimensions are as well compact, my mind as generous, and my shape as
true, as honest madam’s issue? Why brand they us with base? with baseness?
Bastard? base, base? Who, in the lusty stealth of nature, take more
composition and fierce quality than doth, within a dull, stale, tired bed, go to
the creating a whole tribe of fops, got between asleep and wake? Well, then,
legitimate Edgar, | must have your land: Our father’s love is to the bastard
Edmund as to the legitimate: fine word, legitimate! Well, my legitimate, if
this letter speed, and my invention thrive, Edmund the base shall top the

legitimate. I grow; I prosper: Now, gods, stand up for bastards!’
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From this the good Caius plainly perceived that the king had really gone

mad. And with the assistance of some of the king’s attendants, he had his



royal master removed at daybreak to the castle of Dover, where his own
friends and influence, as Earl of Kent, chiefly lay; and himself, embarking for
France, hastened to the court of Cordelia, and did there in such moving terms
represent the pitiful condition of her royal father, and set out in such lively
colors the inhumanity of her sisters, that this good and loving child with
many tears begged her husband that he would give her leave to embark for
England, with a sufficient power to subdue these cruel daughters and their
husbands and restore the old king, her father, to his throne; which being

granted, she set forth, and with a royal army landed at Dover.
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Lear, having by some chance escaped from the guardians which the good
Earl of Kent had assigned to care of him, was found by some of Cordelia’s
train, wandering about the fields near Dover, in a pitiable condition, stark
mad, and singing aloud to and sticks. After being restored to greater
composure by way of medicine and rest, the king was reintroduced to his

loving daughter.
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A tender sight it was to see the meeting between this father and daughter;
to see him fall on his knees to beg pardon of his child, saying that she must
forget and forgive, for he was old and foolish and did not know what he did;
but that to be sure she had great cause not to love him, but her sisters had

none. And Cordelia said that she had no cause, no more than they had.

Lk BAROEREFEA, FRIBLEZ K@, LR RF, Kb
Bintbd LR, BAREMERT, FAeEATHRTTEHZ, 22,
A — SR FHE, DEIUA—BA R bR, TR Ay @A kA
e, FKA e, XEF LI —ARE, WL, b eydaEi —
o, WEREBRFHRLE,

HM) Bt RELENRNEFLBEONEZ LTV,

These monsters of ingratitude, who had been so false to their old father,
could not be expected to prove more faithful to their own husbands. They
soon grew tired of paying even the appearance of duty and affection, and in
an open way showed their desire for another: Edmund, a natural son of the
Earl of Gloucester, a wicked man, and a fit object for the love of such wicked

creatures as Gone-ril and Regan.
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It falling out about this time that the Duke of Cornwall, Regan’s husband,

died, Regan immediately declared her intention of wedding this Earl of
Gloucester, which rousing the jealousy of her sister, to whom as well as to
Regan this wicked man had at numerous times professed love, Goneril found
means to make away with her sister by poison; but being detected in her
practices, and imprisoned by her husband, the Duke of Albany, she, in a fit of

disappointed love and rage, shortly put an end to her own life.
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Thus the justice of Heaven at last overtook these wicked daughters.
However, but the same token, it is an awful truth that innocence and piety are
not always successful in this world. The forces which Goneril and Regan had
sent out under the command of the bad Earl of Gloucester were victorious,
and Cordelia ended her life in prison. Lear did not long survive this kind

child.
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How the judgment of Heaven overtook the bad Earl of Gloucester, whose
crimes were discovered, and himself slain in single combat with his brother,
whom he had robbed of his right to the position of Earl, the Duke of Albany,
who was innocent of the death of Cordelia, and had never encouraged his lady
in her wicked proceedings against her father, ascended the throne of Britain
after the death of Lear. The weight of this sad time we must obey; speak what
we feel, not what we ought to say. The oldest hath borne most: we that are

young shall never see so much, nor live so long.
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