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In the morning the imperial professor enters the imperial
classroom summons his students to stand in front of the room
and gives them instructions " You will have a good command of
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knowledge through diligent study but if you only play around
you will forget about what you have learned. A deed is accom+
plished through painstaking endeavors and is wasted because of
fraics. At this time saints are arising and punishments are re-
inforced so as to remove evilness and to exalt virtuousness.
Those that are interested in petty gains are al put on record

and those that are prdficient with only one skill are all consid-
ered incompetent. People should acquire vast knowedge before
discriminating them people should remove dirt on stones to re-
veal their sparkles. No wonder sometimes incompetent people
win out in imperial examinations but does this mean that the
erudite ones will be neglected You people should see if you
are diligent enough but should nat be concerned if the dfficials
are wise or nat you should see if you are accomplished or not
but should not be concerned if the dofficials are just or not. "
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Before | finish the sentence | catch a sneer from the
students standing there " Are you kidding | have been learn-
ing from you for quite some years. You are aways reciting po-
ems and reviening articles. You always summarize the essential
ideas when you record an event and find the connotations
when you develop an article you absorb things of diverse na
tures you stay up every night and study under the shimmering
light. You are indeed industrious in your studies. You expel
heresies and attack Buddhism. You supplement the great
works  correct inaccuracies expound intricate principles con-
tinue unfinished causes learn extensively and carry on theo-
ries left over from the ancient time. You level mountains to
make rivers run towards the east and you make vigorous efforts
to turn the situations at critical moments. You are contributive
to Confucianism. You are learned and you relish the beauties
of literature. You have published so many books that they fill
up your home. You are pure and honest and are comparable to
Yu Shun and Xia Yu. Your works are as difficult to read as
Zhou Gu and Yin Pan as precise as the Spring and Autumn
Annas as sumptuous as Zuo Shi  as innovative and exemplary
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as the Book of Changes and as classic as Shi. Your works are
comparable to Zhuang Zi and Li Sao and the works of Tai Shi
Gong Ziyun and Xiangru. Your articles are meaningful and
graceful. When you were young you were bold later you learn-
ed disciplines and are able to succeed one way or ancther.
You are indeed accomplished. However people do not trust
you and you do nat extend help to your friends. You are al-
ways caught in a dilemma and are often held responsible for
some malpractice. You used to be a censor but soon you ran
away to the south border. Though you have been a professor for
three years you have not accomplished any achievement. You
trust your life into the hand of your enemies being totally una-
ware when your life is endangered. In warm winters your son
complains for coldness and in years of big harvests your wife
cries because of hunger. You are bald - headed and buck -

toothed and | wonder if your appearance will get even worse
after your death  Why dont you mind your own business in-
stead of sitting here and teaching athers "



- 223

Here is my answer for him " Alas Please step forward A
big wood can be used as a girder a thin wood can be used as a
square rafter a small wood can be used as a pendentive a
stout wood can be used as a door - hinge pit and a wedge can
be used as a door bar. If a craftsman can make good uses of
these different parts on a timber and build a house he will be
considered a proficient one. If a person can callect jade - cal-
ored strips cinnabars red bamboos green sacred grass the
urine of an ox the sperms of a horse and the skin of a broken
drum and make good use of them al he will be considered a
good doctor. Wise people will be selected as high - ranking of-
ficials no matter they are skillful or clumsy. Graceful people
will be considered beautiful and the sturdy ones will be con-
sidered heroic. A prime ministers principle is to compare peo-
ples gifts and weaknesses and select those that are the most
suitable. In the past Meng Ke enjoyed arguing with people



. 224

and Confucius enjoyed giving people instructions. The track of
his carriage was seen al over the country and he was still trav-
eling when he breathed his last. Xun Qing was a virtuous per-
son and his philosophy was broad and deep. But later he fled
to the kingdom Chu to escape from dlanders and died in Lan-
ling. These two stately persons were so elegant authoritative
and extraordinary that they were considered saints. But why is
it that their destinies were so tragic  Though | am diligent and
industrious | do not understand the principles. Though | talk
alot | cannat tell the essences. Though my articles are innova-
tive they are not useful.

Though my behaviors are elegant | am nat extraordinary.
Every month | will use up my salary and each year | will eat
up the corns in my granary. My sons do not know how to culti-
vate and my wife does not know how to weave. When they
travel they will sit in carriages and when they have dinner they
will sit unbothered. A normal journey will appear to be too long
and tiring for them. They will look for houses whose balts are
old and rotten so that they can steal things out. However a
wise ruler will not punish them and a competent official will
not rebuke them. How lucky they are But once a person initi-
ates to do anything he will be landered and the notoriety will
folow him whereas if he is at leisure people will find him
peaceful. As for people who badger with the amount of their
salaries and the ranking of their positions and forget about their
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own capabilities and incapability but condemn the injustice of
their seniors they are like the idiot who asks a carpenter to use
a peg stake as the beam column and who asks a doctor to pre-
serve the lives of his patients with cathartics instead of tonics "

B
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