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Abstract

In the process of China accelerating modernization the radica
changes of Ethnic cultures are inevitable. We can fedl the social and cul-
tural changes at any time aso can fed cultural imbaance in the process
of socia changes and the efforts people have mede for adapting to the
changes. In the constantly changing culturd system cultural imbalance
and baance is a moving development process and the find test to the
culture is the ability that this kind of culture adapts to the new surround-
ings. Therefore it becomes urgent to redlize cultura consciousness and to
think deeply about cultural adaptation in the radical socia changes. Se-
lecting a specific ethnic region whose cultural contents are relatively sim-
ple cultural change is most radical  and cultural adaptation is most typi-
ca as a research adbject is having nat only significant theoretica and
practica meaning but also having the redlistic feesibility.

The dissertation chooses Ewenki Autonamous County in Inner Mon-
gdiaas a research regon  particularly four typical villages inhabited by
Ewenki pegple  which are representative in ethnic structures  production
way living style traditiond culture and ethnic relationships  and the so-
cia and cultural changes are very rapid. Meanwhile the features of eth-
nic traditional cultures and the harmonious coexistence of multi - cultures
keep well. From this case study  the dissertation expects to gve a pecif-
ic description to the socia  culturd and econamic changes in ethnic
places and pays close attention to the contradiction ethnic minarities have
encountered universally between traditional culture and modernization.



From the view of cultural adaptation the dissertation explores the sustain-
ing develogpment of China ethnic minarities. Based on former investiga-
tion the dissertation analyses the thearetical structure and the common
lans of social changes and cultural adeptation  looking for some experi-
ences for adapting to the accelerating changing society.

The dissartation  which combined with anthropdogy socidogy and
history adopted qualitative and quantitative surveys. It gives a discussion
in the fdloning aspects.

The first chapter is the introduction. It mekes an account of the
theme and relevant research achievements  and research methods as well .
It analyses the theories of socid changes and cultural adaptation  and the
relevant research achievements about Inner Mongadlian rural places. Mean-
while it organizes research documents about Ewenki people and gives a
description of Ewenki Autonomous County .

The second chepter discusses the origin - distribution  and  three
timé sethnic migration of Ewenki people  especidly the historic meaning
of ethnic migration. From migration in the late of Ming Dynasty and the
beginning of Qing Dynasty Ewenki people experienced fierce socia and
cultural changes. With the rapid changes of social pdlitics  econamic
conditions and socia structure  Ewenki people have showed strong adapt-
able abilities.

The third chapter tries to explores culturd adaptation of Ewenki peo-
ple from the view of population and socid changes. It taks about the
quantities and qualities of Ewenki population that decreased drametically
before liberation near ethnic extinction. The building of new socia sys-
tem revitalized Ewenki pegple. Taking tuberculosis which is the most
harmful disease to Ewenki people as an example it analyses the change
of BEwenki peoplé smedical mode and discusses cultura imbalance be-



hind acohd drinking.

The fourth chepter takes socid systematic change as a gquideine
discussing the changes and adaptation of production way living style
and the traditional socid structure of Ewenki people. The change of no-
medic system is the changing process of econamic system and production
way. Appearance o hired labours related closdly to prosperity and adver-
sity of traditional industry. By the way of questionnaire and case study in
the four typical villages it shoned Ewenki peopleé s present living and
psychdogical situations.

The fifth chapter deals with relationship between agriculture and ani-
mal husbandry discussing environmental change mode of poverty assist-
ing and the econamic adaptation in the process of cammodity economy as
well. The appearance and develgpment of agriculture is the main factor of
Ewenki socid change. With the deepening of nomedic systemetical reform
and population increase  Ewenki peoplé s occupation structure is chang-
ing gradudly. At the same time the develgpment of commodity economy
and indudtridization quickens the change of Ewenki society.

The sixth chapter describes the reconstruction and adeptation of
Ewenki pegplé s spiritual cultures fram the view of identification and re-
construction of ceremony  education mode and revival of shamenism be-
lief. Traditional and adopted ceremonies have deepened cultural identifi-
cation and the popularity of modern education has pramoted Ewenki so-
cid change. Reviva of shameniam bdief affected by Buddhisn is nat
the simple cultural return  which reflected Ewenki peoplé s spiritua im-
balance.

The saventh chapter is the conclusion. The accderating change of
Ewenki society and culture  cambined with positive cultural adaptation
are promoted by external power. Governmental support  modern civiliza-



tion and multi - ethnic interaction are the ponerful influences in the pro-
cess of BEwenki socid change and cultural adaptation. Meanwhile  the ef-
forts that Ewenki people have mede to keep traditional culture never stop.
To summarize Ewenki social change and cultural adaptation directed by
the dtate in 50 years anayse the existing problems and stimulate ethnic
cultural consciousness congtantly  will be helpful to the ethnic develgp-
ment and increase the positive adaptable abilities of ethnic minorities in
the process of social change.

KEY WORDS Socia change Culturd adaptation  Ewenki People
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